STUDENT DRESS CODE POLICY

Help for non-English speakers

If you need help to understand this policy, please contact our School Welfare
‘=i=‘ Officer or a member of our front office administration team.

Interpreter

Purpose

The purpose of the Student Dress Code is to outline Garrang Wilam Primary School's
requirements for student dress and appearance and to provide information about uniform
purchase and support, dress code implementation and exemption processes. This dress
code has been developed by Garrang Wilam Primary School's School Council in close
consultation with our school community to ensure that it respects the rights of individual
students whilst reflecting the values and interests of our community.

The Student Dress Code aims to:

promote a sense of identity and pride and cohesion in the school

allow all students to feel equal

reduce student competition on the basis of clothing

enhance the profile and identity of the school and its students within the wider
community

e ensure all students are dressed safely and appropriately for school activities

Scope
Students are expected to comply with this Student Dress Code while traveling to and from
school, during school hours and when attending school activities.

The Uniform Policy has been developed in a considered way to provide choice for the
student, allows for students to safely engage in the many varied school activities, and caters
for the financial constraints of families.

Uniform and appearance

While at school, traveling to or from school or participating in school activities, students must
comply with the following:
e Uniforms must be clean and in good repair
e Uniforms must be clearly marked with the owner's hame
e Additional layers of clothing may be worn underneath the uniform for added warmth,
provided these undergarments are completely hidden.
e Students can wear any uniform item regardless of gender

Hats -students must wear suitable Sunsmart hats consistent with our Sunsmart policy when
outdoors in Terms 1 & 4. Students are encouraged to wear protective headwear such as
beanies in Terms 2 & 3 when outdoors. Hats are not to be worn inside. The school hat is a
bucket style hat in grey.
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Headscarves & Turbans -must be in school colours only- red, grey or white

Hair Accessories — must be in school colours only - red, grey or white. Long hair should be
tied back (to avoid head lice)

Jewellery — no decorative jewellery to school. Stud earrings and sleepers are okay. Watches
are permitted.

Shoes - closed toe shoes must be worn, runners are acceptable.

Dresses and Skirt- Knee High or short socks in school colours must be worn with dresses or
grey or white tights — no long pants are to be worn under the dress except in the case of
cultural reasons (leggings are acceptable, no track pants)

Jumper/ Vest/ Soft Shell Jacket -can be worn with dresses, skirts, shorts and trousers.

Sports Uniform - must be worn on the days students are doing sport or physical education
classes. These may be top, shorts, skort or tracksuit pants. Students can choose to wear the
sport uniform on non sport days.

Purchase of uniforms

Uniform items can be purchased from the uniform shop PSW - Unit 1,195 Old Geelong Rd,
Hoppers Crossing VIC 3029 Contact number: (03) 9768 0312 https://www.psw.com.au/
Permitted non-branded uniform items can also be purchased from department
stores.Second items are available from the school. Please see the office for more
information.

The School Council has consulted with the school community and worked to ensure the
student uniform is affordable, including by reducing the requirement for branded 'below the
waist’ items. However, if you are facing difficulty meeting uniform costs the Help with school
costs and fees page provides advice on support offered by the Victorian Government. If your
child is starting prep or year 7 and is eligible to receive support via the Camps, Sports and
Excursions Fund, you may be eligible to access the Affordable School Uniform program
through State Schools' Relief. Please contact the Business Manager to discuss support that
we may be able to provide.

Exemptions of student dress code

We acknowledge that the enforcement of this Student Dress Code may impact students
differently. If a student holds a dual enrolment (for example from a special education setting)
they may elect to wear the uniform from their special school setting.

Students and their parents or carers may apply either in writing or in person to the Principal
for an exemption to this Student Dress Code if:

An aspect of the code:

e prevents students from being able to attend school or participate in school activities
on the same terms as other students because of the personal characteristics referred
to in human rights and anti-discrimination requirements
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https://www.psw.com.au/
https://www.vic.gov.au/help-school-costs-and-fees
https://www.vic.gov.au/help-school-costs-and-fees
https://www.vic.gov.au/camps-sports-and-excursions-fund
https://www.vic.gov.au/camps-sports-and-excursions-fund
https://stateschoolsrelief.org.au/
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https://www.humanrights.vic.gov.au/static/05d17cd2dab7e353b4d71d22a0aacc60/Resource-EOA_Quick_Guide-June_2022.pdf

offends a religious belief held by the student or parents/carers

prevents students from complying with a requirement of their religious, ethnic or
cultural background

the student has a particular disability or health condition that requires a departure
from the dress code

the student or the parents/carers can demonstrate financial hardship that prevents
them from complying with the dress code.

When the Principal receives a request for an exemption, they will:

consider the grounds for the exemption request

explain the process to the student and/or their parents/carer

guarantee that issues of a personal nature revealed to substantiate the request will be
strictly confidential

encourage the student and/or their parents/carers to support their application with
evidence.

The principal or delegate will then try to negotiate a resolution that is acceptable to all
parties, including providing advice about support with meeting uniform costs. If an
exemption is not allowed, then written reasons will be provided to the student and/or their
parents/carers.

Concerns about this student dress code

Garrang Wilam Primary School welcomes feedback from the school community in relation to
this Student Dress Code. If you have a concern or complaint about the Student Dress Code,
further information about raising a concern or complaint is available in our school's
Complaint Policy available on our school website.

Communication

This policy will be communicated to our school community in the following ways:

Available publicly on our school's website

Included in parent handbooks

Included in transition and enrolment pack

Included in staff induction process

Discussed at staff briefings/ meetings as required

Discussed at student forums/ through communication tools

Made available in hard copy from school administration upon request

Views on our student dress code have been invited from the whole school community
including:

parent/carers
School staff
Students
School council

The school community consultation invited feedback about uniform cost and affordability.
This feedback has been recorded, carefully considered and incorporated into the student
dress code policy where appropriate.
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Further information and resources

Sunsmart Policy

Complaint Policy

Student Wellbeing and Engagement Policy

Department of Education and Training Student Dress Code

Department of Education and Training Student Engagement policies and

quidelines.

Policy review and Approval

Policy last reviewed 5 August 2025
Approved by School Council
Next scheduled review date August 2029
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https://www2.education.vic.gov.au/pal/student-engagement/policy
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Appendix A

Students may wear any combination of these items to suit personal
preference at any point throughout the year. Approved commemorative
items such as the year 6 top are accepted as part of the uniform

Uniform items - branded from uniform supplier

Dress

Bonded jacket

Wool blend jumper

Wool blend vest

Track suit jumper

Short sleeve or long sleeve check shirt

Sport polo shirt

Scarf

Beanie

Grey bucket hat

Items which can be purchased elsewhere

Grey shorts

Grey track pants or trousers

Grey skirts/skorts

Grey tights
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