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Parent Handbook

Principal’'s Welcome

Congratulations on choosing Garrang Wilam Primary School for your child’s start to
their formal education. Welcome to you and your family as together we ensure your
child has the best learning experiences and development opportunities possible.
Our students excel in the vibrant, positive and connected community we create
together.

We invite all students to come and learn, to belong and work collaboratively in their
pursuit of learning. Our people are invested in deliberate practice to create a
community that truly makes a difference. Our community will develop over time
through shared experiences and an aligned focus on what matters; learning.

Garrang Wilam (pronounced: garr-rang wheel- arm) is taken from the Woi-wurrung
language, as spoken by the Wurundjeri people, and means ‘eucalyptus home'. Our
logo means elders and students focused together, and encourages us to ‘dream big".

Your child will be expected to become actively involved in their learning whilst
building a positive school culture. They are expected to work and play
co-operatively so that everyone feels respected, confident and safe. A respect of all
cultures and beliefs is an essential characteristic of global citizens, thus we live by a
set of values that underpin this. We want our students, staff, parents and community
members to show;

Together -Be a team player
Focus - Be a learner
Strength - Be courageous
Leadership - Be influential

Your involvement in your child's learning cannot be over-emphasised. As parents,
the school values your support to optimise your child’s learning and development. |
encourage you to be involved where possible, whether it be through reading at home
with and to them, supporting and encouraging your child's independence
appropriate to their age or simply being positive about school and learning.

Wominjekal!

Carly Corr - Principal
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School Vision

VISION

Our students excel in the vibrant, positive and connected community we create
together.

MISSION

We invite all students to come and learn, to belong and work collaboratively in their
pursuit of learning. Our people are invested in deliberate practice to create a
community that truly makes a difference. Our community will develop over time
through shared experiences and an aligned focus on what matters; learning.

PURPOSE

Our endeavour is that after 7 years of education your child is just as curious and
displays a yearning for learning as when they first arrived filled with wonder.
Education is about the ‘Aha’ moments when a child’'s world expands and connects.
The first moment is when they have learnt to read. They have mastered that
symbols have sounds, that a collection of sounds make words, they can decode and
read with purpose and meaning. They are able to transfer their thinking into
meaningful words to entertain, persuade and inform for a variety of audiences.
Writing is powerful. We want your child to see the purpose and connection in all that
they do. That moment when they apply problem solving and mathematical thinking
to make a robot dance, or engineer and print a 3D object to a design solution or
maybe even create an image or make a sculpture come to life through enhanced
digital technology.

We want your child to understand how their brain works and what their body needs
to function, flourish and thrive. We want your child to learn a language that is not
their first. But most of all we want your child to understand they can influence their
world now and into the future. After all, this generation will be the ones who will live
with sustainable environmental solutions and probe for innovative policies and
practices to work with Artificial Intelligence in an ethical and social manner.

The success of our outcomes is due to our collective approach to
e Positive education
e High expectations
e Using evidence and research to make decisions

Our goals
e Student learning growth
e Empowering student voice, leadership and agency
e Building pride and confidence
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Our imperatives are
e Safety, people, culture
e Organisational capacity and capability
e Strong process and procedures

Our Metrics
e Student achievement, student voice, goal development and wellbeing
outcomes

e Parent opinion and contribution
e Staff development and wellbeing

OUR STORY IS UNIQUE

We are brought together by telling our stories to each other. We are brought
together by listening to each other's stories.

No matter whether we were born in Chile, the Philippines, Samoa, Vietnam, India, Sri
Lanka, Bangladesh, Ethiopia,Tonga, Pakistan, New Zealand, Nepal, Australia, Fiji,
Philippines, Israel, Spain, China, Vietham or whether we can speak Hindi, Punjabi,
Somoan, Gujarati, Urdu, Nepali, Amharic, Bengali,Tamil, Viethamese, Tongan,
Spanish, Pashto, Oromo, Filipino, Mandarin, Kurdish, Italian, Malayalam Telegu,
Arabic or English, or what cultural traditions or religious practices we follow, we all
have something in common; stories. Your story, my story, our story.

Stories tell us we are not alone.
Stories make us feel connected.
Stories help us to belong.
Stories make us understand.
Stories make us cry.

Stories make us laugh.

Stories make us think.

Stories inspire us.

Stories make us curious to find out more.
Stories can make us sad.
Stories can make us feel proud.

Our story begins with Bunjil the Eagle.

In the Kulin nation in central Victoria he was regarded as one of two moiety
ancestors, the other being Waa the crow. Bunjil has two wives and a son, Binbeal the
rainbow. His brother is Palian the bat. He is assisted by six wirmums or shamans
who represent the clans of the Eaglehawk moiety: Djart-djart the nankeen kestrel,
Thara the quail hawk, Yukope the parakeet, Lar-guk the parrot, Walert the brushtail
possum and Yurran the gliding possum.
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According to one legend, after creating the mountains, rivers, flora, fauna, and laws
for humans to live by, Bunjil gathered his wives and sons then asked Crow, who had
charge of the winds, to open his bags and let out some wind. Crow opened a bag in
which he kept his whirlwinds, creating a cyclone which uprooted trees. Bunjil asked
for a stronger wind. Crow complied, and Bunjil and his people were blown upwards
into the sky. Bunjil himself became the star Altair and his two wives, the black swans,
became stars on either side.

A Boonwurrung story tells of a time of conflict among the Kulin nations, when people
argued and fought with one another, neglecting their families and the land. The
mounting chaos and disunity angered the sea, which began to rise until it had
covered the plains and threatened to flood the entire country. The people went to
Bunjil and asked him to help them stop the sea from rising; Bunijil agreed to do so,
but only if the people would change their ways and respect the laws and each other.
He then walked out to the sea, raised his spear and ordered the water to stop rising

The land on which our school sits has many stories to tell and this is just the
beginning.

During the time of European settlement the site was owned by a member of the
Cropley family; George who married Catherine Cropley.

In 1850, George Cropley and his 4 brothers came to Truganina from Lincolnshire,
England. They travelled by boat. George was a farmer and kept cows for his dairy,
and grew hay to feed horses. George and his brothers had 2 farms called ‘Mayfarm’
and 'Stoneleigh.’

In 1855 - Catherine Searle and her family migrated to Truganina from Cornwall,
England. Catherine was a school teacher.

We know both George and Catherine’s families were wealthy and educated because
they had a governess and servants and they could afford to travel by boat to
Australia and they could afford to purchase land to build their farm.

In 1859 George bought 4 plots of land from his brothers to make a bigger farm and
called it ‘Mayfarm’. The farm was 120 hectares. A football field is 1 hectare so the
farm is the size of 120 football fields. Part of the farm was used to grow hay to feed
the animals, most of it for horses.

Some of the hay from the Skeleton Creek farms was sent to India. The hay was
considered the best in the world.

Catherine Cropley, the wife of George, created a school. Maybe one of the first
female Principals in the area. Catherine was taught at home by a governess in
England. When she came to Australia she could see that the younger children on the
farms needed someone to teach them how to read and write like she did. So that is
why she decided to make a school on Mayfarm. There were 12 children when it
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started and up to 100 students attended. The school moved 3 times as more families
came to live in Truganina. The school had 2 rooms. It was made of wood, had a dirt
floor, a fireplace with a wooden chimney for heating, and the walls were lined with
canvas (material).

1 classroom — a large desk for the teacher and 4 long wooden seats. 3 children could
sit on one seat.
1 room for the teacher to live in.

In 1968 there was a big bushfire and all of the Truganina buildings were burned
down.

The next part of our story is about a land developer. The land was sold to
accommodate a growing population in Melbourne. The peacock that is standing
proudly watching over the school was donated by the land developer. This is where
you come in.

There are many reasons your families bought land and built a shelter for you. Each
and every one of you has a story to tell. A beautiful story. A journey of hope,
transitions and change. Some are filled with sadness and grief, at leaving loved ones
behind. Some are filled with hope about bringing loved ones into your home.

And so a school was born.

Natalie Nelson was appointed as Principal of this school. She wanted to create a
symbol to reflect who we are now and the journey we have travelled to get here; a
connection between our first peoples, and you.

In order to create a symbol that was worthy of our story, she commissioned an
award winning artist, Deanne Gilson. Deanne Gilson is a proud Wadawurrung
woman and she created a logo that represented four elements:

we are all different, yet the same

we have our own unique strengths

we are all part of something bigger than ourselves

but also held the vibrant colours of the Western Volcanic Plains and had a
‘bush tucker’ element to it.

The colours chosen are reminiscent of the native grasslands and eucalyptus trees
that were here and have been replanted in your new school.

The straw is the native grassland.

The green is the eucalyptus.

The magenta is the flowering gum.

The bright gold colour represents the sun and the hay from the farm.

The larger shapes represent elders or adults and the smaller shapes students.
There are four elders and four students. The same.

They are all looking at each other in a circle.
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Our logo means ‘Elders and Students Focused Together".

The name of our school Garrang Wilam (pronounced: garr-rang wheel- arm) is taken
from the Woi-wurrung language, as spoken by the Wurundjeri people, and means
‘eucalyptus home".

And that is what we hope we make - a home.

Our story is just beginning. We will write our story many times over.

SCHOOL VALUES

A respect of all cultures and beliefs is an essential characteristic of global citizens,
thus we live by a set of values that underpin this. We want our students, staff,
parents and community members to show:

Together - Be a team player

Strength - Be courageous

Focus -Be a learner

Lead -Be influential

SCHOOL INSPIRATION

| am a curious learner of Garrang Wilam Primary School. | will show leadership by
being kind, respectful of others and a good listener. | will represent our School
Values in the classroom and the community by caring for our environment,
encouraging others, and doing my best to grow.

POSITIVE EDUCATION (SWPBS)

The school values are Together, Focus, Strength, Lead. We will celebrate students
demonstrating those behaviours at weekly student led assemblies.

We will explicitly teach and model expected behaviours and follow a positive
education approach. School-wide positive behaviour support (SWPBS) is a
framework that brings together school communities to develop positive, safe,
supportive learning cultures. When SWPBS is implemented well, teachers and
students have more time to focus on relationships and classroom instruction.
Students and staff benefit from:

increased respectful and positive behaviour

increased time focused on instruction

improved social-emotional wellbeing

positive and respectful relationships among students and staff
increased adoption of evidence-based instructional practices
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e a predictable learning environment with improved perceptions of safety and
increased attendance

We will be working in partnership with all community members to begin our SWPBS
journey to enhance our positive learning community. We hope to achieve:

e Establish clear and consistent expectations of student behaviours against
each of the school values

e Establish a clear procedure of responding to behaviour expectations

A whole school system of acknowledging positive behaviours

e An SWPBS launch/ celebration event

Whole School Behaviour Matrix — Garrang Wilam Primary School 2026

School Values Learning Spaces Outside Digital Spaces Self-reflection
o | work well with others o | play well with others ® | celebrate others’ Am | looking out for others?
IJ& o | help others succeed e | play in the right areas achievements — =
? g ;._\__ o | allow teachers to teach | e | look after community * | respect other people's ﬁ‘?@ £
@(“\ = & | learn about other property privacy -y
; cultures & backgrounds e | invite others to play e | make sure to keep
TOGETHER 7/ e | will respect my peers e |let others make myself and others safe
and teachers decisions online
¢ | give everyone a voice * | am fair when | make
decisions Am | thinking about my peers?
e | keep my hands and feet | |keep my hands and « | only use technology Am | listening to the speaker?
Q}\ to myself feet to myself when the teacher gives
e | am always ready to learn | ® | support people who permission e
/‘%C e | ask for help and give need help # | use technology e oad
/) “ help to others e | allow my peers to effectively in groups :
(\@ « | set achievable goals share their ideas « | am not distracted by
“ FOCuUs o | give positive feedback » | follow the rules technology
s | focus on my work s | help those around me
* Ilisten to my peers Am I doing my best to learn?

| accept challenges | accept challenges | choose to do what is

| raise my hand when | | use manners right even when no one is
want to speak | say something if my watching

| push myself to do things peers are not following our e | tell an adult when

that are not easy values something feels wrong

| ask to use other peoples’ | accept if someone | call out behaviour that is
property does not give consent not acceptable

| always try my best | encourage everyone to

| take responsibility for my follow the rules

actions -
Am I showing courage?

I am kind to myself and | am kind to myself and | represent GWPS with
others others pride
| explain my goals and | wear my hat when | am | encourage my peers to
my thinking supposed to do the right thing online
| accept adult decisions | model consent | am respectful of other
without arguing | show faimess when people’s technology
| encourage students who competing in games | am respectful of my own
need help | encourage people to technology

be themselves

Am | putting others first?

Am | doing the right thing?
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Whole School Behaviour Continuum — Garrang Wilam Primary School 2026

Behaviour Examples

+ Demonstrating expected
behaviours

+ Modelling school values

* Asking for consent

+ Showing growth mindset

« Engaging in work that is
designed for me

* Showing respect for others
ideas

Behaviour Examples

+ Defiance — one off

+ Teasing / Joking — one off
+ Swearing — one-off

* Lack of consent — one off
+ Class disruption — one off
+ Stealing — one off

* Property damage—one off

“These behaviours can also be
shown onling™

L]

L]

Response

Visual acknowledgment
Compliments

Praise one-on-one)
Praise in front of peers

Response

Prompt — non verbal
Prompt — explicit instruction
Refer to visual cues or
artefacts in class

Reminder of correct
behaviour

Warning of consequence

Reward

Earm a CritterCoin
Individual reward
Choice of activity
Role monitor / Job
Communication home
Spend CritterCoins

Consequence

May not require a
consequence

If consequence required:

= Restorative conversation
* Apology

* Moved from peers

e Complete unfinished work
» Cohort supervision

Action
+ Receiving a CritterCoin

+ Conversation / email home.
« Positive Chronicle

Action

+ Teacher — Chronicle entry

e Student completes whatever
consequence Is issued

S

GARRANG WILAM

+ Physical — low level

« Late or leaving classroom

= Repeated property damage

+ Repeated lack of consent

* Repeated teasing or swearing
+ Repeated stealing

* Repeated class disruption

« Threats of violence

* Spreading rumours

MODERATE

**These behaviours can also be
shown online**

Provide choices / options
to student

Reteach — explain what
should have occurred
Redirect — focus student
back on task

Seat student on their own
or at teacher desk

Move student to chill out
space to de-escalate
Apology

Teacher discuss with Team
Leader/ LS and choose from:
= Restorative conversation
Restriction of activities
Change of seating

Loss of priviege

Cohort supervision
Student relocated

Loss of technology

« Teacher — Chronicle eniry

« Student — Discussion with
teacher regarding
inappropriate behaviour and
subsequent consequences

« Student - Partlcmalion n:
- cohort supervision
- restorative conversation
- leadership reflection

= Student is a danger to
themselves or others

=+ Leaving school grounds

« Deliberate and ongoing
disregard of consent

« Bullying

=+ Physical violence — high
level

=« Sexual violence

*“*These behaviours can also be
shown onling**

. Notify leadership

immediately
Ensure safety of students
and staff

s Removed from yard for
recess or lunch or both

= Leadership to determine

consequences (reflection,

suspension, expulsion)

Family must be contacted

Reflection with leadership at

next possible break

= Recount required from all
students involved

After 1 major incident;

« Chronicle entry

= Student reflection

« Consequence

« Phone call / email home
After 3 major incidents:

« Parent meeting (leadership)
« Safety / Behaviour plan

« Further supports determined

BULLYING

All students at some stage or another can be rude, mean and exclude others. At
Garrang Wilam Primary School we see this as a teaching moment. If a major incident
occurs parents are contacted and a natural consequence is given in line with our

expected behaviours matrix.

Bullying by its definition, means it is targeted and

sustained. We follow a strict process to investigate all claims of bullying and bullying

behaviour. Itis not tolerated.

PROMOTING A POSITIVE CULTURE

We

e teach students how to interact and negotiate with each other.
e model directly and indirectly how to care, share and respect one another.
e provide outdoor experiences and excursions that promote a care and hope for

environmental conservation.

e allow students to collaborate throughout their schooling.
e guide students to accept and understand different cultures.
ensure learning opportunities are designed so that they are developmentally
appropriate for each individual child.
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FOSTERING DEEP THINKERS

We

provide a high-quality education that connects authentically to their world.
teaching students how to ask deep questions and create learning
environments that encourage questioning and wonder.

ensure students can express their understanding in different ways.

teaching students how to be reflective learners so they can articulate how
they learn.

Provide rich provocations that foster authentic experiences connected to the
real world.

explicitly teach the essential learning skills to think.

DEVELOPING AGENCY FOR ALL LEARNERS

We

create an environment where students can display the capabilities, confidence
and willingness to contribute ideas and make decisions about what and how
they learn.

partner with students in making decisions about teaching and learning.

ensure activities for students are challenging and engaging where they have
individual goals that they monitor and track.

classroom environments are resourced and organised so students can access
materials and resources independently.

foster stamina for independent learning is created at our school.

ensure experiences will promote a growth mindset and design learning that
stretches their thinking.

create a culture where students take responsibility for their learning and are,
on the whole, independent and self-regulating learners.

develop opportunities to reflect, take action and accept the responsibility that
comes with problem solving.

RESPECT AS AN INTEGRAL PART OF OUR SCHOOL

We

foster tolerance and respect individual strengths and weaknesses.

teach the behaviours and actions that demonstrate respect of ourselves,
others and the environment.

understand that respect is about positive regard for others and is not about
power.

EXCELLENCE AND PRIDE IN OUR EFFORTS

We
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e provide a high-quality education that connects authentically to our world
within a supportive, caring and energised environment.

e teach students about growth mindset so we can apply this in our lives will
support us to strive towards reaching for our goals.

e show courage when embracing mistakes to support us to grow and learn.

e stop and celebrate our achievements.

e be a great model who strives for improvement and positive mindsets.

FACILITIES

Garrang Wilam Primary School is a proud public education provider, located 22 kms
west of the city of Melbourne. The school includes an administration building, two
learning neighbourhoods, a gymnasium complex, outdoor courts and sports fields.
Inside the administration building houses a large library, first aid facilities, visual arts
space and space for science/ technology.

There is enough room to accommodate between 480- 520 students in these
buildings. The site has also been planned to accommodate a peak enrolment of
larger than 525 and have allowed for portables to be onsite without compromising
any dedicated play spaces.

The gymnasium complex includes a stadium quality basketball/ netball sized
gymnasium with tiered seating, an outstanding music facility which doubles as a
stage for the gymnasium. There is also a canteen and change room facilities and an
extensive foyer. These facilities are utilised for community usage including a shared
arrangement with local sporting clubs to ensure sport can be accessed onsite after
school.

TOILETS- UNISEX

The toilet facilities meet design standards in relation to accessibility, inclusivity,
privacy and safety. In each learning neighbourhood there are two lots of toilet
facilities and one disabled toilet area that enable students to access toilets without
leaving the building. This enables improved safety for our students as they do not
need to leave the teaching and learning space. The hand washing area is accessible
by both boys and girls and can be monitored by staff from the learning
neighbourhood or whilst on yard duty. The toilet cubicle is lockable and has a door
that goes from floor to ceiling allowing for increased privacy in comparison to older
style cubicle toilets where students could look underneath or over the top. There is 1
set of toilets near the basketball courts that are split based on gender preferences.
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Operational Matters

NORMAL HOURS OF ATTENDANCE

It is expected that all students attend all 5 sessions, every day of the week.

8:40 - 8:50 am Supervision

8:50 - 9:50 am Session 1

9:50 - 10:50 am Session 2

10:40 -10:50 am Snack eating time
10:50 - 11:20 am Recess

11:20 am - 12:20 pm Session 3

12:20 - 1:20 pm Session 4

1:20 - 1:30 pm Supervision- Lunch eating time
1:30 - 2:00 pm Lunch

2:00 - 3:00 pm Session 5
PUNCTUALITY

Punctuality is important from the onset of school to set good standards for their
future lives. Often if late, a child will feel embarrassed and have cause for
unnecessary discomfort. It also disrupts the class and children who are ‘ready to
learn’.

Students arriving late or leaving early will need to sign in or sign out at the
self-service kiosk located at the school office. If your child arrives after 8:50 am,
they will need to sign in via the office.

It is important that there is a teacher in the room when you arrive in the morning.
Please understand that sometimes teachers have meetings and collegial discussions
in the morning. We ask that the children do not enter without a teacher present.
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The Welfare Officer will contact parents of children who are consistently late. Late
arrivals are disruptive to class programs and adds undue stress to the student,
teacher and peers.

How about 10 minutes late a day? Surely that won't affect my child?

He/she will only
miss...

That equals...

Which is...

Which over 13
years of
schooling is...

10 minutes per
day

50 minutes per
week

Nearly 1.5 weeks
per year

Nearly 1.5 years

20 minutes per
day

100 minutes per
week

More than 2.5
per year

Nearly 1year

30 minutes per
day

Half a day per
week

4 weeks per year

Nearly 1.5 years

1 hour per day

1 day per week

8 weeks per year

Nearly 2.5 years

If you want your child to be successful at school, attendance is a great beginning.

STUDENT ABSENCES (AWAY FOR THE ENTIRE SCHOOL DAY)

Regular school attendance is vital to maintain a high level of student achievement
and engagement, support the development of positive relationships and develop
independence and responsibility.

1or 2 days a week doesn't seem like much but...

If a child = Which is... Which over 13

misses... years of
schooling is

1 day per 20 days per year | 4 weeks per year | Nearly 1.5 years

fortnight

1 day per week

40 days per year

8 weeks per year

Nearly 2.5 years

2 days per week

80 days per year

16 weeks per
year

Nearly 5 years

3 days per week

120 days per
year

24 weeks per
year

Nearly 8 years

GARRANG WILAM PRIMARY SCHOOL parent handbook




When a student will be absent, or has been absent for one or more entire days, the
parent/guardian should record this on Compass. Specific information about
Compass and parent login details for Compass will be provided to each family. If the
parent/guardian is having any difficulties using Compass, they can:

e Send a note from home - signed and dated by the parent/guardian
o Telephone the school office on 73017000
+ Email the school office garrang.wilam.ps@education.vic.gov.au

All families requesting absence for extended family holidays must make this in
writing by coming to the school office and completing an extended absence form.

LATE ARRIVALS

When a student arrives after 8:50am, they need to sign in at the Compass Kiosk
located at the front Office and take the late pass slip to the class teacher. If a student
arrives at class after the roll has been marked and does not have a late arrival slip,
the teacher will send the student back to the office to obtain a late arrival slip. All
gates are locked at 8:50 and students must enter from the office.

EARLY DEPARTURES

When a student needs to leave the school before the final bell for the day, they must
be signed out by a parent/guardian (16 years or older). The parent/guardian must go
to the office first to sign the student out on Compass and obtain an early departure
slip. An office staff member will contact the grade and your child will walk to the
office with their bag to meet you. It is recommended that a parent/guardian calls the
front office prior to picking up a student, this is so that the class teacher can have
the student prepared and ready to go causing minimal disruption.

SCHOOL DROP OFF AND PICKUP

A yard duty teacher is present in the school yard from 8.30am each morning. We
ask that all students arrive at school at 8:40am and be no later than 8:50 am. Any
student at school before 8.30am MUST be supervised by a parent/guardian or be
booked into before school care.

Students are released from school at 3.00pm each day. Parents collecting their child
from school must collect them between 3.00pm - 3.10pm. Parents should be on time
as children can become distressed when parents are not present at collection time.
If a parent realises they will be late to collect their child, they should notify the office
staff. Any student on school grounds after 3.15pm, must be supervised by a
parent/guardian or be booked into aftercare.
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BELLS

Garrang Wilam Primary School has chosen to be a 'no bell’ school. There will be
music played at the end of the break times (lunch and recess) to indicate to the
students to line up.

TRAVELLING TO SCHOOL

Foundation to Year 6 students are permitted to ride bikes and scooters to school only
if wearing helmets and are to place their bikes and scooters in the lockable bike
shed. Itis recommended that younger students are supervised by their ‘grown up'.

OUT OF SCHOOL HOURS PROGRAM

Team Kids coordinates our Out of School Hours Care Program.
Before school care operates from 6.45-8.40am
After school care operates from 3.00-6.15pm

The OSHC program is a paid service where students are supervised in a safe and
caring environment outside normal school hours. The program aims to be a home
away from home where the students are involved in planning the activities and
where they genuinely enjoy attending. The program offers the following services:

Before School Care 6.45am - 8.40am After School Care 3.00pm - 6.15pm
Holiday Program 6.45am - 6.15pm Curriculum Days 6.45am - 6.15pm

Students have the opportunity to participate in stimulating activities, mix with their
peers and have fun. The program can be used either casually or on a permanent
basis and is registered with Centrelink which enables families that qualify, to claim
Child Care Support.

At Before School Care students have the option of having a nutritious breakfast and
activities. Students who attend the After School Care Program participate in a wide
range of games, outdoor play, cooking and craft activities as well as having the
opportunity to complete homework, mix with their friends and enjoy themselves.
The Holiday Programs often involve excursions, incursions and planned theme days.
OSHC information and registration forms will be made available to families in Term 4
with registrations and bookings becoming available towards the end of the year.
https://teamkids.com.au

HEALTHY EATING

A healthy, well-balanced diet is essential for students to aid learning and
concentration through the school day.
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Provide your child with two packs of nourishing food. Children are usually hungry at
different times and may choose to eat a larger meal at break 1 than at break 2.
Packing food that can easily be grazed throughout the day is ideal as well. A
reusable drink bottle for children to fill with water is recommended. We discourage
sugary drinks, sweets and chocolates. Students eat their food under supervision in
the classroom. We also do not encourage food sharing or food swapping.

We encourage students to bring rubbish-free lunches so please consider this when
packing lunches. Please label all food containers used instead of plastic wrappers.

OUTDOOR PLAY

It is usual for most children beginning school to not venture far from the classroom
and to parallel play rather than cooperative play. They will often play with lots of
children, and may come home and say that ‘no one played with me’ or ‘I couldn't’
find anyone’. This is not always the case, they often play with many children, but not
one in particular.

Your child will enjoy playing on the play equipment, digging in the sandpit and
playing games in our various play areas. Sandpit toys, balls and other sporting
equipment are available for students to use.

We would prefer that precious toys, trading cards and games not be brought to
school from home, to avoid tears if they are misplaced or damaged. It is difficult for
young students to be responsible for these items. Our yard is fully supervised by
both teaching and education support staff.

ON WET OR EXTREME HEAT DAYS

All students remain in their classrooms if it is raining during break times until weather
clears and it is possible to go outside. Students are supervised inside.

On days of extreme heat students remain inside and are encouraged to drink plenty
of fluids. There is no provision to send students home on very hot days, but parents
are able to sign children out and take them home. Students must have drink bottles,
hats and sunscreen. All rooms are heated and cooled.

ART SMOCKS

An Art smock is required for each student. We have an amount of art smocks that
students can use at school, however we appreciate further donations. We
recommend an art smock that is of thick fabric, so clothes are kept clean.
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BIRTHDAYS

We love to celebrate this special day with your child and if you are planning on
bringing in a treat for your child to share with classmates, please be aware that we
have a number of children with allergies to various products which will need to be
communicated. Individually wrapped treats are preferred and these will be handed
out at the end of the day to be taken home with the students. Please do not supply a
whole cake.

Financial, health and safety matters

FAMILY AND STUDENT CONTACT DETAILS

It is important that the school has the most up to date contact details for each
student and their family. Correct contact telephone numbers (home, work and
mobile) are essential so that parents can be notified in case of illness, accident or
emergency. Additional EMERGENCY CONTACT phone numbers for friends and/or
relatives should also be provided in case the parents/guardians cannot be
contacted.

PLEASE NOTIFY THE SCHOOL OFFICE IMMEDIATELY WITH ANY CHANGE OF
ADDRESS, TELEPHONE, HOME LIVING ARRANGEMENTS or CHANGES TO COURT
ORDERS.

MEDICAL AND HEALTH NEEDS

It is important that the school has the most up to date information of your child’s
health and medical needs. This includes all allergies, asthma and health diagnosis. A
relevant Action Plan needs to be completed for Anaphylaxis, Allergies and Asthma as
well as serious health needs such as epilepsy and diabetes. Action Plans and further
information must be completed and agreed to prior to school starting.

All relevant Action Plans and medication can be dropped off at the Front Office on
the first day of school.

From time to time your child may require administration of medication for short
periods of time. You must complete the relevant form and ensure the Front Office is
aware of the needs. Please note we are unable to give Panadol or Aspirin.

Our Anaphylaxis, Asthma and First Aid and Medication Policies are also available.
Please contact the First Aid Officer if you have a child with a medical need.
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COVID SAFE

The school will follow all Health Advice and Department of Education guidelines.
The community will be kept informed of all changes.

THE PRIMARY SCHOOL NURSING PROGRAM

The Primary School Nursing Program is a free service offered by the Department of
Education and Training (DET). It is available to all children attending government
primary schools, English Language Centre Schools, Catholic and independent
schools, in Victoria. It is part of a range of health and support services for school
students and their families. The aim of the program is to promote child health and
wellbeing and to assist in the early identification of children with potential health
related difficulties.

THE PROGRAM OFFERS FAMILIES AND CAREGIVERS:

e an assessment of any concerns you may have regarding your child's health
and wellbeing

e advice and information about your child's health, and referral to other services
if needed

e advice, information and support for families and school communities to
promote the health and wellbeing of children and families.

AFTER THE HEALTH ASSESSMENT

If the nurse has concerns about your child's health after assessing your child, the
nurse may contact you. The nurse may suggest referring your child to be assessed
or treated by another health professional or agency. A report will be sent to you,
outlining the outcome of your child's assessment, if required.

HEALTH ASSESSMENT FOR OLDER CHILDREN (GRADES 1-6)

If you or your child’'s teachers have concerns about your child’s health, you can ask
for the Primary School Nurse to review your child. Referral forms are available at
your child’s school or you can contact the school nurse directly at the closest DET
regional office listed on the back page of this brochure.

HEALTH ASSESSMENT FOR CHILDREN AT ENGLISH LANGUAGE CENTRE SCHOOLS
OR NEWLY ARRIVED

A health assessment may also be offered to the following children:

« all children attending English Language Centre schools
e any primary school children who have recently arrived in Victoria from
residing overseas.
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THE FOUNDATION HEALTH ASSESSMENT

A health assessment is offered to all children in their first year of primary school.
Your child's school will provide you with an information package containing an
information brochure on the Primary School Nursing Program and the School Entrant
Health Questionnaire (SEHQ). You are asked to give information about your child’s
health history and any concerns you may have about your child's health. The SEHQ
will provide important information about your child’s health so that the nurse can
make an effective health assessment. If your child needs a brief further assessment,
such as a vision or hearing test, the nurse will see him or her at school. Your child
cannot receive a health assessment under the Primary School Nursing Program
without your consent.

CURRICULUM CONTRIBUTIONS/PARENT PAYMENT

At Garrang Wilam Primary School, we are committed to providing the very best
education for all our students. We are looking forward to a great year of teaching
and learning and would like to advise you of our voluntary financial contributions for
2026.

Schools provide students with free instruction to fulfil the standard Victorian
curriculum and we want to assure you that all contributions are voluntary.
Nevertheless, the ongoing support of our families ensures that our school can offer
the best possible education and support for our students. We want to thank you for
all your support, whether that's through fundraising or volunteering your time. This
has made a huge difference to our school and the programs we can offer.

In the past year our community has supported us by paying these contributions
which has allowed us to offer a robust and varied curriculum program. To sustain
these programs this support is still needed. We hope that families will continue to
pay these contributions so we can offer our existing program in 2026

Within our school this support has allowed us to resource an incredible Physical
Education Program, an innovative and creative Visual Art offering as well as setting
up a comprehensive STEM Program. We have resourced reading materials to bolster
our tale home reading program, classroom reading materials and library books, with
over $40,000 spent towards this. Every classroom has math toolkits for students to
use when displaying their math knowledge. Kits are filled with hands-on resources
such as MAB, linking cubes, tens frames, Cuisenaire rods, rulers and dice. The
support has also contributed to our well-maintained grounds.

We thank you in advance for your continued support of our school and we look
forward to working with you and your child/children in 2026.
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You will receive a Parent Payment letter outlining the voluntary contributions per
year level late December via email. Please speak to our Business Manager, if you
have any queries in regards to financial matters.

There may be additional one off payments for excursions/ incursions or special
events.

For further information on the Department's Parent Payments Policy please see
https://www2.education.vic.gov.au/pal/parent-payment/policy

SCHOOL UNIFORM

Students are expected to comply with the Uniform Policy while travelling to and from
school, during school hours and when attending school activities. The Uniform
Policy has been developed in a considered way to provide choice for the student,
allows for students to safely engage in the many varied school activities, and caters
for the financial constraints of families.

Uniform and Appearance

While at school, travelling to or from school or participating in school activities,
students must comply with the following:

e Uniforms must be clean and in good repair

o Uniforms must be clearly marked with the owner's name

o Additional layers of clothing may be worn underneath the uniform for added
warmth, provided these undergarments are completely hidden.

Hats - Students must wear suitable Sunsmart hats consistent with our Sunsmart

policy when outdoors from September - April. Students are encouraged to wear
protective headwear such as beanies at other times when outdoors. Hats are not to
be worn inside. The school hat is a bucket style hat in grey.

Headscarves & Turbans - must be in school colours only- red, grey or white

Hair Accessories — must be in school colours only — red ,grey or white. Long hair
should be tied back (for safety reasons)

Jewellery — no decorative jewellery to school. Stud earrings and sleepers are okay.
Watches are permitted.

Shoes - closed toe shoes must be worn, runners are acceptable.

Dresses and Skirt—- Knee High or short socks in school colours must be worn with

dresses or grey or white tights — no long pants are to be worn under the dress except
in the case of cultural reasons (leggings are acceptable, no track pants)
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Jumper/ Vest/ Soft Shell Jacket can be worn with dresses, skirts, shorts and
trousers.

Sports Uniformm may be worn on the days students are doing sport or physical

education classes. These may be top, shorts, skort or tracksuit pants. Students can
choose to wear the sport uniform on non sport days.

Purchase of Uniforms
PSW is our uniform supplier. Their shop is located at
Unit 1, 195 Old Geelong Road, Hoppers Crossing
Contact number (03) 9768 0312
Normal operating hours are:
Mon - Fri 9am-5pm Sat 9am - 2pm (November - March)
Tue - Fri 9am-5pm Sat 10am - 1pm (April - October)
Click & Collect is also available

Please see PSW website for a full list of our uniform and prices, and ways to
purchase the uniform. https://www.psw.com.au

Please contact the Principal or Business Manager to discuss support that we may be
able to provide to families experiencing difficulty meeting uniform costs, including
information about eligibility for uniform support through State Schools’ Relief. Further
information about State Schools’ Relief is also available on their website:

htps://www.ssr.net.au/

Parents seeking exemptions to the Uniform Policy due to religious beliefs, ethnic or
cultural background, student disability, health condition or economic hardship must
apply in writing to the Principal for consideration.

Students may wear any combination of these items to suit personal
preference at any point throughout the year. Approved
commemorative items such as the year 6 top are accepted as part of
the uniform

Uniform items - branded from uniform supplier

Dress
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Bonded jacket

Wool blend jumper

Wool blend vest

Track suit jumper

Short sleeve or long sleeve check shirt

Sport polo shirt

Scarf

Beanie

Grey bucket hat

Items which can be purchased elsewhere

Grey shorts

Grey track pants or trousers

Grey skirts/skorts

Grey tights

VISITORS TO SCHOOL

Any person visiting the school for any reason is required to FIRST go to the main
office to sign in on Compass. All visitors should carry photo identification at all
times. If you are not wearing a visitor's badge you may be asked to leave the school
grounds.

WORKING WITH CHILDREN CHECKS

As a school, we encourage and appreciate the support and involvement provided by
parents/guardians as this assists the school in running many of its programs and
activities. Parent help can take many forms including assisting with reading groups,
covering books, attending camps, excursions and sports/athletics days, etc.

If you would like to assist with any form of parent help and you hold a current WWC
Check, you need to provide your WWC card to the office staff. The office staff will
take a copy of your card and keep this in a confidential file. If you would like to
assist with any form of parent help and you do not yet hold a current WWC Check,
you need to apply for a WWC Check as follows: Complete an application form
available online at www.workingwithchildren.vic.gov.au and submit with a passport
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size photograph of yourself at any participating Australia Post outlet, where a receipt
will be issued.

You will then receive your WWC Check in the mail, 2-6 weeks later. Once received,
you will need to provide your card to the school office staff who will take a copy of
your card to keep on file. The only cost involved in obtaining a volunteer WWC
Check is the cost of the passport photo. The school maintains a confidential list of
all parents/guardians who hold a current WWC Check. For further information

regarding WWC Checks visit: https://www.workingwithchildren.vic.gov.au

SCHOOL COUNCIL

The GWPS School Council extends a warm welcome to all parents of Garrang Wilam
Primary School. The School Council has an important role to play in the effective
functioning of the school. Not only does it give parents an official voice on school
matters, but it has joint responsibility with the school for administering Government
grants, for maintaining the buildings and grounds, and for purchasing school
equipment. This can only be achieved with the support and help of the wider school
community. The key functions of school council with regard to the school are:

» to establish the broad direction and vision of the school within the school's
community and take into account any views of the school community for the
purpose of making decisions in regard to the school and the students at the
school and to generally stimulate interest in the school in the wider community

o to prepare the School Strategic Plan and the Annual Implementation Plan
— to be signed by the president and the principal and to report annually (the
Annual Report) to the school community.

e to arrange for the supply of goods, services, facilities, materials, equipment
and other things or matters required for the conduct of the school, including
the provision of preschool programs

e to manage the hire, licence and shared use of school facilities and to regulate
and facilitate the after-hours use of the school premises and grounds

e to raise funds for school related purposes and to ensure that all money
coming into the hands of the council is expended for proper purposes relating
to the school

o to exercise a general oversight of the school buildings and grounds and
ensure they are kept in good order and condition

o to determine the dates for the school's student-free days

e in accordance with the number of student-free days each calendar year
specified by the Secretary of the Department

School Council meetings are held monthly either online or face to face. School
Council elections are held annually in Term 1. We encourage parents to nominate, as
this is an exciting opportunity to set the tone for the school.

GARRANG WILAM PRIMARY SCHOOL parent handbook 23



SAFETY

Road safety

The streets around the school are particularly narrow. Please take extra precaution
and teach your child how to check for oncoming traffic, open car doors safely and
exit curbside. Also, teach your child how to cross the road safely by looking right,
left, and right before crossing the road.

Emergency Management

The school will practice drills on a regular basis to familiarise your children in case of
an emergency such as an evacuation of lock down.

Sunsmart

Your child is expected to wear a sunsmart hat from September to April of each year.

ASSEMBLY

Whole school assemblies will be held fortnightly on Friday from 2:05pm. All family
members are welcome. Assemblies may be held in various locations, depending on
the content and weather.

Communication

COMMUNICATION TO PARENTS AND FAMILIES

We have developed a number of digital platforms used for communicating with
current and potential families. We have provided you with an overview of the
purpose and details of each platform. They are always works in progress and we
invite continuous feedback on both content and functionality.

Compass GWPS Facebook GWPS Website
Function Important alerts General news and Information for
and student information for broader
management parents community
Purpose ~ to provide ~ to inform the school | ~ to provide a
parents and community about | static online
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families with a
portal to ensure
the smooth day to
day program for
their children and
to allow for a
streamlined
approach to event
management.

~ to instantly alert
parents and
families to relevant
and timely
information
through push
notifications.

what is coming up,
and celebrate last
fortnight events.

~ to serve as the

central information
site for current
parents and families,
providing general
parent
documentation,
including uniform,
lunch orders, policies,
and relevant

community news and
updates.

presence that
publicises GWPS
to the broader
school
community,
including  future

students and their
families.

Frequency As needed As needed As needed
Key ~ Student ~Key dates and ~Information for
Components management, upcoming events prospective
including: ~ Celebration of families
~ Staff contact recent ~Photos and
information events/activities videos that
~ Online payments | ~ Extra curricular promote the
and permissions news school
(fees, excursions, | ~ OHSC updates ~ Quick links
events) ~ Sponsorship and such as
~Attendance and community links Compass, GWPS
sick bay News, OSHC,
notifications Find my school
~Student
Reporting
~Push

notifications for
events, GWPS
News updates,
important alerts,
daily/weekly
reminders

~ Information
about uniform,
lunch orders,
policies etc

~ School Council
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PARENT-SCHOOL COMMUNICATION

Good communication between parents and the school is strongly encouraged.
Parents and teachers working in cooperation with each other will help make each
child's school days happy and successful. It is useful to inform the class teacher of
any significant events that occur in your child’s life. Please do not hesitate to contact
the class teacher to discuss matters concerning your child.

Should you wish to meet with your child's teacher, you will need to arrange a
suitable time with that teacher. Information and meeting requests can be asked
verbally of your teacher, via the school email or by calling the school office to
request a meeting with the teacher. To ensure a happy and reassuring start for all
students at this busy time, teachers must be available at the beginning of each day
to give their full attention to the students and their program. Please refrain from
discussing personal issues at this time.

Parents can also request a time to meet with the Assistant Principal or the Principal
to discuss any concerns they may have. We ask that you always quote your child's
full name and class when you send any form of correspondence to school.

COMPASS

We will use the Compass School Manager to communicate with families. Through
this web based app, you will be able to report your child's absence, access your
child's semester school reports, pay school fees and pay for incursions and
excursions as well as being kept up to date with events and other important
information.

Accessing Compass
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Logging in to Compass

To log in you will require your unique family username and password. These details will be provided
to you by our school

Upon first login, you will be required to change your password and confirm your email address and
mobile phone number. These details may be used by our school for SMS, password recovery and
email communication throughout the year.

If you have lost your details or forgotten your password, you can recover your details by clicking the
‘Can't access your account? link on the front page.

Please note This booklet provides an overview of key features within Compass. our school may not have yet enabled all of these
modules at this time:

Consent and Payments

L}
——-—
From the Compass home screen. click on the event alert under | n
‘My Mews' (screenshot 1) or navigate to ‘Events’ under the . e S ot
Organisation menu item (screenshot 2) o T — |
Screenshot 1
[ R
From the Events page a list of upcoming events and excursions will be m -
displayed. Click the red Process Now' button to provide consent and/or Orgareation -
payment (depending upon what the event requires). | o Mo sions
Erwia
| e Mgt
e e
T e Coeme Loesew Ded
An online payment/consent form will be displayed Complete all ' Screenshotz 0o
highlighted fields and click the "Submit Details’ button el
ks
Note: If the event has a requirement for both consent and payment. these cannot be done separately. Should you need to provide
payment or consent separately, please click ‘Print Form (Offline)’ to complete the process manually
Attendance: Adding an Attendance Note/Approval _
o
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Attendance: Summary

e —— Daily Snapshot
Nuie-';/‘.ﬁ.ppmvals ——
_L; = = 3 AttendanceSummary
Unexplained _
Teaching and Learning
HOW DO WE TEACH LITERACY AND NUMERACY?
All government schools follow the Victorian Curriculum

https://victoriancurriculum.vcaa.vic.edu.au/. The curriculum is structured as an

achievement standard and not a syllabus.

At Garrang Wilam Primary School, we teach to the individual needs of our students in
each of the curriculum areas. This doesn't mean we have 25 individual programs, it
means that we assess your child’s learning needs and differentiate our teaching and
learning program to suit those needs.

Each lesson begins with a whole class focus. This is where the teacher discusses
the learning objective and success criteria in which the children will work towards
achieving. This is followed by explicit teaching of those outcomes and skills. After
which they will be given the opportunity to practice those skills taught through
authentic learning tasks.

An important part of learning is allowing the students to reflect, with their teacher
and peers, on their understanding of concepts taught as well as the progress made
toward their individual learning goals. This can occur at any time throughout the
lesson.
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DIGITAL LEARNING

At Garrang Wilam Primary School, we are dedicated to preparing students with the
digital skills of the future. We will use digital technologies as a tool to enhance
teaching and learning, developing digital literacy and 21st century learning skills in
our students. These digital technologies will be integrated amongst the different
areas of the curriculum and developed in context, rather than being taught in
isolation. We will focus on being responsible digital citizens and students will be
provided opportunities to use information and tools in creative and innovative ways.
Throughout their primary school (beginning in Foundation), students will use digital
technologies to explore a variety of programs including: Google Suite, office
applications, and a multitude of apps and programs to support students in coding,
programming, robotics, video editing (film making), concept mapping and
sharing/presenting their information in creative ways. We follow DET
recommendations in relation to device usage.

SPECIALIST SUBJECTS

Our students have the opportunity to participate in a range of specialist subjects
each week. These include Physical Education, the Arts, Auslan, Library and STEM.
These subjects are run by our specialist teachers allowing time for classroom
teachers to effectively plan and prepare.

WELLBEING

At Garrang Wilam Primary School student wellbeing is the foundation of all school
activities and programs. Our aim is to provide a safe and engaging environment that
supports and promotes the behavioural, physical, emotional and cognitive wellbeing
of all our students.

Academic excellence will always be our focus; however, we focus on the whole
child. We want our learners to be equipped with self-confidence, resilience,
self-belief and develop mindsets that help students define who they are. We know
that physically and emotionally healthy students are happy, able to deal positively
with life's challenges, experience a sense of connectedness with the school and
others, and are well placed to develop into well-balanced and successful young
adults.

We have developed a culture of community and we value our strong partnerships
with parents, guardians and caregivers to ensure a holistic approach to learning.

The following approaches are used to support our students to achieve success in a
safe and engaging school environment:

e A School Wide Positive Behaviour Framework
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e The Zones of Regulation
e The Respectful Relationships Program
We also provide and promote access to the following:
e The school nurse program
e Dentist2You dentistry program
e Wyndham Health Services
e Department of Education — Student Support Services

For further information about these approaches please go to our website at
www.garrangwilamps.vic.edu.au

INQUIRY LEARNING

Inquiry learning at GWPS promotes questioning and self directed learning. It builds
research techniques and problem solving whilst connecting students to their wider
community and world. The Inquiry Lenses cover a broad range of curriculum areas
(Science, Civics and Citizenship, History and Geography and more).

STUDENT ASSESSMENT AND REPORTING

Assessment and Reporting are integral parts of the teaching and learning program
and are important aspects of the work of teachers and students. Assessment &
Reporting combine to support students to achieve high standards and to provide the
basis for guiding further learning, as well as informing parents about their child's
achievement.

Assessment

Assessment refers to all the ways we gather information about progress in a
student’s learning. Assessment tasks should reflect the objectives and criteria and
be meaningful and relevant. They may include tests, observations, peer discussions,
work samples, presentations/performances and projects. This means that the
assessment criteria are decided when planning the learning and explicitly
communicated to students prior to the assessment task/s. Rubrics are developed
based on the assessment criteria and are used by teachers and students to evaluate
learning. School-based assessment will:

e Allow the application of knowledge and skills including higher order thinking
skills, as well as factual recall.

e Involve student reflection and participation.

e Be based upon standards consistent across classes, agreed through collegiate
moderation.
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Monitoring student progress

The school will use a range of tests to monitor and track student achievement on an
annual basis. This information is entered on a school database to keep records of
student learning over time. When teachers and parents are concerned that students
are not making adequate progress in spite of additional help, families will be
informed and an Individual learning plan will be developed. Support Group Meetings
will be held for all students funded under Disability Inclusion and an Individual
Education Plan will be developed. Students who meet the EAL criteria will be
reported against the appropriate criteria.

Wider Assessment

As well as school assessments, students are assessed in years three and five for
National Literacy and Numeracy standards and receive reports which compare their
achievement level to their state cohort and against national benchmarks.

Reporting

Reporting is the process used to communicate knowledge gained from assessing
student learning. The purpose of reporting is to provide relevant information about a
student's progress to students, parents, support staff and other teachers. At
Garrang Wilam Primary School we report to parents and students both formally and
informally.

Parent Teacher Contact

At the beginning of Term 1, all teachers will make contact and introduce themselves.
This is your opportunity to share information about your child that will help with their
learning. At the beginning of Term 3, Parents are invited to attend a Parent/ Teacher
Interview. Parents may request a confidential interview with the teacher at anytime,
if they have a concern about their child's well-being, curriculum or progress. Please
keep the school updated with any changes in circumstances. Teachers are available
via email and will respond within 48 hours.

Written reports

Students and parents are provided with written Mid-Year and End of Year Summative
Reports. These detail a student’s progress in the areas of study including a level of
achievement and attitudes towards learning.

HOME LEARNING

At Garrang Wilam Primary School, teachers will work with families to support
students’ learning at home and at school. Teachers will provide opportunities for
their students to practise the skills taught during the school day, at home.
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Take-Home Books

From the Foundation year, your child will bring home books that they are able to
borrow from the school. Depending on the age and stage of your child, the number
of books brought home will be determined by the reading needs of your child. Some
students will bring home up to 5 short texts that can be read each night for the week,
whereas some students will bring home a couple of longer texts. You will be able to
record your child's reading in a Reading Log which is provided by the school.

Online Subscriptions:

Students will gain access to our selected online platforms at home. Teachers will
guide students through these online programs at school and teachers will allocate
appropriate games and activities for students.

Reading together

At GWPS, we use effective reading instruction which includes explicit, systematic
and direct teaching of phonics and phonemic awareness. To further support this at
home, reading together is an incredibly valuable thing to do. Reading increases your
child’s vocabulary, expands your child's understanding of the world, and gives them
confidence when using language. Reading is also fun and brings family together to
engage in conversation and learning together. Reading is also an important way to
make the link between spoken words and written words.

Numeracy and Mathematics

Children need lots of experiences in making, counting, drawing and talking about
numbers. You can make connections for your child by explaining how numbers and
counting are a part of everyday life (For example, cooking, measuring and counting
objects). You will be guided by your child’s teacher as to how you can support your
child’s learning of Numeracy and Mathematics at home through the year level
newsletters that are sent home each term.

First year of School (Prep)

BEGINNING SCHOOL — A NEW EXPERIENCE

Beginning school is an exciting time for the whole family. We seek to make your
child's transition a happy, secure time. The first yar of school in Victoria is called
Prep or Foundation.

Your child will adjust more quickly and happily to school if he/she can:
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leave you for a few hours without being upset

independently put on own shoes (Velcro is helpful)

button or zip his/her own jacket

know how to use a handkerchief/tissue correctly

wash hands especially after using the toilet and before eating
attend to own toilet needs and adjust own clothing -

put away toys and materials after use

say who will collect him/her after school each day

open own lunchbox and unwrap food

What you can do to support your child

School requires children to cope with bigger buildings, lots more children who are
older and less adults for support, new rules and routines.

Talk to him/her about how long the school day will be in a way that he/she can
understand

Ensure that he/she gets enough sleep by establishing a set bedtime and keep
to routines that allow for rest and free play.

Remove all devices from bedrooms. Screens should be off for more than 30
minutes before sleep.

Be sure he/she has a balanced breakfast.

Have him/her dress himself/herself so they can manage things like taking
jumpers and shoes on and off at school

Ensure they are confident to be able to use the toilet independently including
pulling down and up pants, wiping their bottom and getting on and off the
toilet.

Encourage him/her to take care of his/her belongings. Clearly label all
belongings that come to school including clothes, lunch boxes, drink bottles,
toys, books etc. Show him/her where these labels have been placed and help
him/her to recognise his/her name.

Most of all, be positive, encouraging and reassuring about school.

Once at School

Develop a morning routine so that your child arrives at school organised and on time.

Leave home cheerfully.

Arrive at school with sufficient time to say a fond farewell to your child before
instruction time begins and leave the school promptly.

Seek assistance promptly from your class teacher if transition procedures are
causing undue upset for your child.

Children usually settle down as soon as parents are out of sight.

Check finishing times for each stage of the transition.
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e Be punctual when collecting your child from school — a few minutes to you
may seem a long time to a child left waiting. Please notify the school if you are
unavoidably detained.

o Make time for your child at the end of the day. Listen BUT don't ask too many
questions.

e Absences - Please log on Compass. We are required to keep records of
absences, late arrivals, early departures, etc.

Your positive attitude and supportive guidance will foster in your child confidence in
their own ability to negotiate this new experience.

AFTER SCHOOL

You will quickly realise that your child is very tired after a day at school. Give your
child time to talk about the day's experiences but be aware that your child may not
want to share immediately at the end of the school day - some children need
‘thinking time' and are more likely to discuss their day later in the evening. Avoid
asking too many questions - your child will be overwhelmed with learning at school.
Think about the way in which you converse with your child. Ask with curiosity rather
than judgment. The stories your child can bring home are from their perspective,
without all the crucial information. The way we ask our children questions can also
change their answer. For example - The difference in tone and meaning is very clear
in these two questions:

e "Did you enjoy the rollercoaster?”

e "“Were you scared of being up so high? Weren't you worried when you were
upside down? | would have been so scared.”

The first invites the child to share their experience openly, while the second assumes
fear and can influence the child’s thinking.

Establish a regular bedtime for your child and create a calm routine. This will ensure
they have enough rest and will aid their learning and concentration at school.

Independence

We are working on developing specific skills that encourage the following
behaviours and would greatly appreciate your support with;

o Getting your child/children to carry their bag into the classroom.

e Practising opening and closing of bags, lunch boxes and tops of water bottles.
e Recognising their names on labels.

o Packing up their toys and equipment at home.
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Transition questions

If you have any concerns, contact your child's teacher to make an appointment.
Teachers care about how their new students are settling in and all concerns are best
addressed immediately.

School Term dates 2026

Term Start Date Finish Date
Term 1 28 January Thursday 2 April
Term 2 20 April 26 June

Term 3 13 July 18 September
Term 4 5 October 18 December

Student Free days- Students are not at School

Term Student Free Day/ Public Holidays

Term1 27 January - Curriculum Day
9 March - Labour Day
3 April - Good Friday

Term 2 20 April - Curriculum Day
5 June - Curriculum Day

8 June - King's Birthday

Term 3 13 July - Curriculum Day

Term 4 2 November - Curriculum Day

3 November - Melbourne Cup

Thank you

Once again welcome to Garrang Wilam Primary School. We are excited to be
working alongside you to create a high performing school with a focus on
community. Please do not hesitate to contact us with any queries, questions,
suggestions and ideas. You can contact us on (03) 7301 7000 or

garrang.wilam.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au

GARRANG WILAM PRIMARY SCHOOL parent handbook 35


mailto:garrang.wilam.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au

	Parent Handbook 
	Principal's Welcome 

	 
	School Vision 
	VISION 
	MISSION 
	PURPOSE 
	OUR STORY IS UNIQUE   
	SCHOOL VALUES 
	Together - Be a team player  
	Strength - Be courageous 
	Lead -Be influential 

	SCHOOL INSPIRATION 
	POSITIVE EDUCATION (SWPBS) 
	BULLYING 
	PROMOTING A POSITIVE CULTURE  
	 FOSTERING DEEP THINKERS 
	 DEVELOPING AGENCY FOR ALL LEARNERS 
	RESPECT AS AN INTEGRAL PART OF OUR SCHOOL 
	EXCELLENCE AND PRIDE IN OUR EFFORTS 
	FACILITIES 
	TOILETS- UNISEX 
	NORMAL HOURS OF ATTENDANCE 
	PUNCTUALITY 
	STUDENT ABSENCES (AWAY FOR THE ENTIRE SCHOOL DAY) 
	LATE ARRIVALS 
	EARLY DEPARTURES 
	SCHOOL DROP OFF AND PICKUP 
	TRAVELLING TO SCHOOL 
	OUT OF SCHOOL HOURS PROGRAM 
	HEALTHY EATING 
	OUTDOOR PLAY 
	ON WET OR EXTREME HEAT DAYS 
	ART SMOCKS 
	BIRTHDAYS 

	Financial, health and safety matters 
	FAMILY AND STUDENT CONTACT DETAILS 
	MEDICAL AND HEALTH NEEDS 
	COVID SAFE 
	THE PRIMARY SCHOOL NURSING PROGRAM 
	CURRICULUM CONTRIBUTIONS/PARENT PAYMENT 
	SCHOOL UNIFORM 
	Uniform and Appearance 

	Purchase of Uniforms 
	VISITORS TO SCHOOL 
	WORKING WITH CHILDREN CHECKS 
	SCHOOL COUNCIL 
	SAFETY 
	Road safety 
	Emergency Management 
	Sunsmart 

	ASSEMBLY 

	Communication 
	COMMUNICATION TO PARENTS AND FAMILIES 
	PARENT-SCHOOL COMMUNICATION 
	COMPASS 

	Teaching and Learning 
	HOW DO WE TEACH LITERACY AND NUMERACY? 
	DIGITAL LEARNING  
	SPECIALIST SUBJECTS  
	WELLBEING 
	INQUIRY LEARNING 
	STUDENT ASSESSMENT AND REPORTING 
	Assessment 
	Monitoring student progress 
	Wider Assessment 
	Reporting 
	Written reports 

	HOME LEARNING  
	Reading together 


	First year of School (Prep) 
	BEGINNING SCHOOL – A NEW EXPERIENCE 
	What you can do to support your child 
	Once at School 

	AFTER SCHOOL 
	Independence 
	Transition questions 

	School Term dates 2026 
	Term 
	Start Date 
	Finish Date 

	Student Free days- Students are not at School 
	Term 
	Student Free Day/ Public Holidays 

	Thank you 


