
Year 2 Term 1
Newsletter

Welcome to Term 1 of Year 2 in 2026

Dear Year 2 Families and Caregivers, 

Our 2026 school year has commenced! Students have arrived settled,
enthusiastic and ready to learn. 

This newsletter aims to provide you with some insight into our Grade
2 areas of focus this term, across our academic subjects.

We appreciate all that you do to support your child’s social and
academic progress at home.

Kind Regards,

Kirsty Eiszele (2A)
Emily McAuliff (2B)
Jie Ling Lim (2C)



Year 2 
Teaching Team

Hello! I’m Kirsty Eiszele (Mrs
Eiszele) and I will be teaching

2A this year. I am also the year
2 PLC leader. I love summer, the
beach and basketball, I play for

the Western Wildcats. I also
love cooking and looking after

my vegie patch.

My name is Ms. Lim and 2026 will
my first year of teaching. I look

forward to supporting my students
in their individual learning journeys!

Outside of teaching, I enjoy
spending time with family, friends

and my dog, Mika. To keep fit, I play
netball and occasionally, hike. 

Hi! My name is Miss M, I have been at
GWPS since 2024 but it is my first

year teaching within my own
classroom! 

When I am not in the classroom, you
will probably find me playing netball

or watching the AFL.
I am super excited to work with all

the wonderful Year 2's this year!
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TALK TO US
2A - Kirsty Eiszele

kirsty.eiszele@education.vic.gov.au
2B - Emily McAuliffe

emily.mcauliffe@education.vic.gov.au
2C - Jie Ling Lim

jieling.lim@education.vic.gov.au

Term 1 Specialist Timetable



Important Information

Year 2 
Reminders

School Start Time
Please ensure all students arrive to school promptly to begin their learning for

the day. School gates open at 8:30 am each day and classroom doors open at
8:40am to allow students to commence morning routines. Classes commence

at 8:50am. Students who arrive after 8:50am will be marked as late.

Student Absences
We understand that due to illness and other extenuating circumstances,

students will be absent from school. If this is the case, please notify the school
(03) 7301 7000 or note the absence on Compass.

Take Home Reading
Students are to read their take home readers each night and record this in their
reading log. If your child has not brought home a book, they are encouraged to

read a book from home. This is a home learning expectation of all students.
Teachers will be monitoring take home reading progress throughout the term. 



What are we
learning in Term 1?

English
In English this term, students are developing their understanding of how

language works and how to use it effectively in their own writing. They are
exploring the difference between simple sentences and compound

sentences, and practising how to combine ideas effectively to make their
writing more engaging and cohesive. 

Throughout the term, students will continue to strengthen their knowledge of
English grammar and punctuation, applying these skills consistently across all

writing tasks. This learning will then support them in the second half of the
term, where students will investigate personal narratives. Students will explore

how language choices can vary depending on context, audience and
purpose, and apply this understanding in their own writing pieces.

Each morning students will also participate in structured, explicit teaching
around important phonics concepts. This involves a daily review of letter

sounds, handwriting and reading and writing of specific spelling patterns. This
term we are focusing on setting up strong routines in this area and exploring

syllables and their common spelling patterns. 



Mathematics

Number
This term, year 2 students will be learning about the place value of numbers
up to 1000. They will learn to identify, represent and order numbers by using
some concrete materials. They will also apply knowledge of place value to

partition, rearrange and rename two and three-digit numbers.

Algebra
Students will add and subtract one and two digit numbers and solve using
part-part-whole reasoning. They will also recognise additive patterns and

demonstrate their proficiency in their addition facts to 20.

Measurement
Students will be measuring and comparing the size, shape, and capacity of

objects using appropriate informal units of measure. 

What are we
learning in Term 1?



Humanities

Social Emotional Learning (SEL)

What are we
learning in Term 1?

Our topic this term is History: Blast from the Past. Students have already
begun exploring significant people and events that are important to them

comparing the similarities and differences. Students will explore how
technology has changed over time with a focus on communication. They will

explore timelines and compare similarities and differences between
technologies. Through hands-on activities, including exploring early writing

tools, record players and paper cup phones, students will develop an
understanding of how communication has evolved. They will create a book or

poster comparing old and new technologies to showcase their learning.

This term, SEL lessons will focus on setting up school and classroom routines
and expectations. We will also be covering the topic of Emotional Literacy,

which involves naming emotions in themselves and others.

AUSLAN
Auslan will continue in classrooms this year each week.

It will be delivered by classroom teachers. Students will continue to develop
their Auslan vocabulary and understanding of Deaf culture. They will practise

signing everyday phrases, explore visual communication skills, and build
confidence using Auslan in interactive activities.



FEBRUARY
Week 5

Friday 27  - Rare CritterCoin Day th

Friday 27  - School Clean Up Dayth

MARCH
Week 6

Friday 6  - Whole School Assemblyth

Week 7
Monday 9  - Labour Day Public Holiday – NO studentsth

Friday 13  Sushi@Schools dayth

Week 8
Monday 16  to Friday 20  – Crittercoin shop opens to all
classes

th th

Thursday 19  March – Ride to school dayth

Friday 20  March – Harmony Dayth

Friday 20  - Whole School Assemblyth

APRIL
Week 10

Thursday 2  - Whole School Assemblynd

Thursday 2  - Last day of termnd

Friday 3  - Good Fridayrd

Term 1
Important Information



Online Safety 
Concerns

Devices are very useful for learning. They can help children practise reading,
maths and research skills. However, it is important that devices are used
safely and at the right times.

1. Stop device use before bedtime
Children should stop using their device at least one hour before bedtime.
Screens can make it hard for children to fall asleep. Good sleep is very
important for learning, behaviour and health.

2. Keep devices out of bedrooms at night
At night, devices should be kept in a different room in the house.
Please do not allow children to keep devices in their bedroom.
Recently, there have been some cases of children using devices in the
middle of the night. This affects their sleep and learning the next day.

We recommend:
Charging devices overnight in the kitchen or living room
Keeping them somewhere children cannot access during the night

3. Set clear rules at home
Children need clear rules about when and where they can use their device.
For example:

No devices during family meals
Only use devices in shared family spaces
Use devices after homework and chores are finished

Ipad/Phone/Computer 
Use at Home 



4. Check what your child is doing
Please regularly check:

What apps your child is using
What websites they visit
Who they are talking to online

Talk to your child about staying safe online and telling an adult if something
makes them feel worried or uncomfortable. Many families tell us their
children do not have social media and can't communicate with others,
however, iMessage allows for private and group chats to occur and is often
where we find issues.

5. Use parental controls
Parents can set time limits and restrictions on devices. This helps children use
technology safely and responsibly.
Thank you for supporting your child’s learning and wellbeing. If you need help
setting up parental controls or have any concerns, please contact the school
office.

6. It is okay to say no to your child
When you set boundaries or routines with your children, their first reaction will
be to push back and tell you they don’t like it. Hold firm and follow through
with the boundaries. Children don’t always know what is best for them -
adults do. You are there to make the right choices, not just the popular
choices.

Online Safety 
Concerns
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