Year 3 Term |
Newsletter

Welcome to Term 1 of Year 3 in 2026

We have begun the term by learning about each other and engaging in a range of activities
to help us create a safe and positive school environment.

Throughout the year, you will receive a Year 3 newsletter each term via Compass. These
newsletters are designed to keep you informed about what’s happening in our classrooms
and to support strong communication between home and school.

In this edition, we are pleased to introduce the Year 3 teaching team, including contact
details. You will also find information about:

e specialist timetables

e important dates and reminders

e overviews of the curriculum focuses for each subject

e online safety information

Please feel free to contact your child’s classroom teacher if you have any questions, either
for a quick chat after school or via Compass.

If you would like to discuss a matter that requires a longer conversation, we kindly ask that
you arrange a meeting time so the teacher can give it their full attention.

We look forward to working in partnership with you and wish your child a positive, engaging,
and rewarding time in Year 3.

Kind Regards,
Danielle Cuthbertson (3A)

PR Ne
Tara Calderwood (3D) 2 (W
ZINS

GARRANG WILAM

PRIMARY SCHOOL TRUGANINA




Year 3
Teaching Team

| have been teaching at Garrang
Wilam Primary School since it
opened in 2021. During this time, |
have taught PE, and in 2025 |
became a Year 3 teacher. | am
pleased to be continuing in Year 3 in
2026. 15

Outside of school, | enjoy
spending time withmy  §
family. | have a 19-month %
-old daughter my partner #§
as a family. We love o
visiting playgrounds,
attending swimming
lessons, and trying new
activities together.
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This will be my second
year teaching at GWPS.
My first year was full

time CRT getting to know
all the wonderful students
at the school. I'm looking
forword to assisting the
year 3's on their learning
journey and endeavour to
guide them through the
challenges and
successes along throughout the
year.

When I'm not at school you will find
me at the gym or playing cricket.

When | am not at work, |
enjoy spend time with my
dogs Artie and Daisy, my
cat Milly and my bearded
dragon Timon.

| love travelling to new
places, experiencing their
cultures and food!

By | also enjoy going to the
B movies, shopping and
colouring in.

& We are going to have a
fantastic year! | was
previously teaching at
% Alamanda College for 4
years, this will be my first
year at GWPS and my 5™
year teaching year 3.

§ | was born in Australia
and | have two younger
— gl sisters. Their names are
Leia and Holly. | love to travel. | have
travelled to Singapore, Japan and
different parts of Europe/UK.
| am a creative person who loves to
try new things.




Year 3 3
Student Leaders ﬁ.

My name is Mishleen Kaur and I’'m from
3C. My hobbies are chess, arts and craft,
N\ 24 drawing and loom bands. My role is to
M _ make sure drink taps are not blocked,
L= tMl no-one is wasting water por littering and
RS ] cveryone is doing the right thing. My
'Yl 9goals are to not be shy to tell people that |
don’t know something but that | know my
friens will help me. | want to stay kind,
even if people are being mean to me, and
stay strong and don’t get upset.
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MISHLEE

Hi, My name is Lucy and I’'m a student leader
in Grade 3C. As a studen leader | help others
by explaining the work and helping if they
need. | would love to make 3C a wonderful,
loving and caring class with some help from
the other student leader. If students need
help they could either go to the teacher or ask
help from the students leaders. If your kids
can’t find the 3C student leaders, you can tell
them to go to others from Grade 4, 5, 6 or one
of the school captains that are in Grade 6.



Terml
Specialist Timetable

Monday
(Weeks
3,5,7,9)

Wednesday

Friday

Friday
(Weeks
4,6,8,10)

3A 3B 3C 3D
Library Library Library Library
P.E P.E
&. & STEM & STEM &
Peforming Peforming . .
Visual Art Visual Art
Arts Arts
P.E P.E
STEM & STEM & & &
. . Peforming Peforming
Visual Art Visual Art
Arts Arts
Whole Whole Whole Whole
School School School School
Assembly Assembly Assembly Assembly

3A - Danielle Cuthbertson
danielle.cuthbertson@education.vic.gov.au

3B - Ally James
alison james@education.vic.gov.au

3C -James Alp
james.alp@education.vic.gov.au

3D - Tara Calderwood
tara.calderwood@education.vic.gov.au




Terml

Important Information ﬁ

FEBRUARY S —
Week 5 o G B
e Friday 27* - Rare CritterCoin Day o I B
e Friday 27" - School Clean Up Day O
MARCH

Week 6

e Friday 6™ - Whole School Assembly

Week 7
e Monday 9™ - Labour Day Public Holiday — NO students
e Wednesday 11" to Friday 13" - NAPLAN
(Various sessions across the NAPLAN window)
e Friday 13" Sushi@Schools day

Week 8
e Monday 16™ to Friday 20" - NAPLAN
(Various sessions across the NAPLAN window)
Monday 16™ to Friday 20™ - Crittercoin shop opens to all classes
Thursday 19"" March - Ride to school day
Friday 20" March — Harmony Day
Friday 20" - Whole School Assembly

Week 9
e Monday 23 - NAPLAN
(Various sessions across the NAPLAN window)

APRIL

Week 10
e Thursday 2" - Whole School Assembly
e Thursday 2™ - Last day of term
e Friday 3™ - Good Friday




Termli
Parent Reminders

B Hats

Students are required to wear a wide-brim hat during Term 1 and Term 4. No caps.
No hat = No play.
Please ensure your child brings their hat to school every day.

® Attendance & Punctuality
e School gates open: 8:30am
e Classrooms open: 8:40am
e Students arriving after 8:50am are officially late and must report to the office for a
late pass.

If your child is absent due to iliness or you are planning a family holiday, please notify
the office and/or upload absence information via Compass.

& Homework - Reading

Each night, students should read for 20 minutes.
After reading, students are expected to:
Complete their reading log

Record what they read

Add comments (from student and/or parent)

Teachers will check reading logs weekly and monitor homework completion.
Students may:

e Change their school readers daily

e Read books from home

{ Critter Coins
Students earn Critter Coins by demonstrating our school values:
Focus Lead Strength Together

Coins convert into points that students can redeem at the Critter Coin Shop.
M Shop Visit: Week 8




Term

Learning

English

In Year 3 we will be focusing on English as a whole. This includes phonics,
reading and writing being learnt together, and understanding how they are
connected. We also aim to link lessons with our Humanities topic.

During daily Phonics sessions, students will revise previously taught sounds
and words.

Students will develop their understanding of morphology by looking at
suffixes such as -es, -ies, -ful, and many others. During Phonics, they will
continue to practise their handwriting skills, apply learnt skills to dictation
and practise fluency.

In Term 1, our Year 3 students are exploring the structure and key elements of
narratives. They have been responding to prompts, and crafting engaging
story pieces. They are developing bold beginnings designed to capture the
reader’s attention and strengthen sentence structure through the purposeful
use of nouns, verbs, and adjectives. Students are also expanding their
vocabulary to create more vivid descriptions and richer storytelling.

In the second half of the term, students will be focusing on persuasive
writing. They will investigate the OREO structure (Opinion, Reason, Example,
Opinion) to organise their ideas effectively. They will select a position to
argue and support their viewpoint with clear reasons and examples.
Students will also explore modal verbs and emotive language to strengthen
their arguments and influence their audience.




Term1
Learning —

Mathematics

During Term 1in Maths, students will strengthen their understanding of
number and measurement.

In Number, students have started by looking at place value for numbers up to
10,000. This involves partition, rearrange and regroup numbers as well as
ordering. Students will move onto finding unknown values in addition and
subtraction in number sentences, using their understanding of how these
operations are connected. They will explore different strategies for additive
thinking to find efficient methods for solving problems involving two- and
three-digit numbers.

In Measurement, students will identify angles as measures of turn and
compare them to right angles. This will be used to link right angles to fractions
of quarters and halves. Having established this knowledge students will apply
their knowledge to analogue clocks to tell time to the minute. Students will use
analogue and digital time to estimate and compare durations of time using
formal units such as minutes and hours.

Throughout all areas of Mathemaitics, students will be involved in skill based
activities as well as developing strategies for solving worded problems. They
will investigate strategies such as drawing a picture or diagram and using
concrete materials to visualise a problem. Other strategies such as identifying
patterns, working backwards and using a table to organise ideas will also be
integrated into maths lessons.




Term 1
Learning

Humanities

So far in Term 1Inquiry, students have been learning about Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander Peoples, focusing on their deep connection to Country
and Place and why this connection is important. They have explored what life
was like in Australia before European arrival, including how different
environments shaped how First Nations Peoples lived. Students have also
learned about how people lived in mobs, sharing culture, stories and
responsibilities, and have compared this to communities today. Through
Dreaming stories, art and symbols, students have been developing an
understanding of identity, culture and belonging in both Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander communities and their own lives.

Social Emotional Learning (SEL)

In Term 1, students started with learning about their teacher, revisiting the
school values and each classroom’s expectations. When completing social
emotional lessons students are exploring emotional literacy, describing the
influence that people, situations and events can have on their emotions.
Investigate how emotional responses may vary in intensity. Understand how
to interact positively with others in different situations. In the second half of
Term 1Year 3 are exploring personal strengths, describing personal strengths,
identify some personal strengths they can use to respond to challenges and
opportunities, describe factors that contribute to positive relationships with
people at school, at home and in the community, identify commmunication
skills that enhance relationships, describe characteristics of cooperative and
respectful behaviour and identify evidence of these in group activities and
identify ways they can encourage peers to treat others with respect.




Online Safety :
concerns —

Ipad/Phone/Computer
Use at Home

Devices are very useful for learning. They can help children practise reading,
maths and research skills. However, it is important that devices are used
safely and at the right times.

1. Stop device use before bedtime

Children should stop using their device at least one hour before bedtime.
Screens can make it hard for children to fall asleep. Good sleep is very
important for learning, behaviour and health.

2. Keep devices out of bedrooms at night

At night, devices should be kept in a different room in the house.
Please do not allow children to keep devices in their bedroom.
Recently, there have been some cases of children using devices in the
middle of the night. This affects their sleep and learning the next day.

We recommend:
e Charging devices overnight in the kitchen or living room
e Keeping them somewhere children cannot access during the night

3. Set clear rules at home
Children need clear rules about when and where they can use their device.
For example:

e No devices during family meals

e Only use devices in shared family spaces

e Use devices after homework and chores are finished




Online Safety
concerns

4. Check what your child is doing
Please regularly check:
e What apps your child is using
e What websites they visit
e Who they are talking to online

Talk to your child about staying safe online and telling an adult if something
makes them feel worried or uncomfortable. Many families tell us their
children do not have social media and can't communicate with others,
however, iMessage allows for private and group chats to occur and is often
where we find issues.

5. Use parental controls

Parents can set time limits and restrictions on devices. This helps children use
technology safely and responsibly.

Thank you for supporting your child’s learning and wellbeing. If you need help
setting up parental controls or have any concerns, please contact the school
office.

6. It is okay to say no to your child

When you set boundaries or routines with your children, their first reaction will
e to push back and tell you they don't like it. Hold firm and follow through
with the boundaries. Children don't always know what is best for them -
adults do. You are there to make the right choices, not just the popular
choices.




DOWNLOAD
OUR APP
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[ HIGHLIGHTS OF THE TERM J

Celebrcﬁinq special events like teddy bear

picnic, Va eniine's Day, women's day,

pancake day, wildlife week, Easter week E

many mere exciting things.

Running amazing clubs like Coakjng club,
art & <raft club & epic sports club.

Educational experiences each week fo

develop STEM skills.

MESSAGE FROM
THE DIRECTOR OF
SERVICE

Dear Students and Families,

We are excited to welcome
everyone back for another
mstrilE scheol year. Our focus
this ferm is on creativity,
{eamwerk, and buildlng s'irﬂng
l;:rnin_g habits. T?ank ;? for

ing an impﬂr-}an eur
schf:go} community! o




