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Welcome to Year 4 2026
Hello and welcome to the 2026 Year 4 Learning Community! We hope you and 
your loved ones enjoyed a relaxing and refreshing holiday break and are 
feeling ready for the year ahead.

Throughout the year, you will receive a Year 4 newsletter each term via 
Compass. These newsletters are designed to keep you informed about what’s 
happening in our classrooms and to support strong communication between 
home and school.

In this Term One edition, we are pleased to introduce the Year 4 teaching 
team, share the specialist timetable for each class and provide an overview of 
our curriculum focus for the term. You’ll also find important dates, upcoming 
events and helpful reminders to support a smooth and successful start to the 
year.

If you have any questions or would like further information at any time, please 
don’t hesitate to contact your child’s classroom teacher. We look forward to 
working in partnership with you and wish your child a positive, engaging, and 
rewarding start to Term One.

Kind Regards,

The Year 4 Team

Michael Pateras 4A, Danial Zulkifli 4B, Sarah Olsson 4C and Akshita Sharma 4D
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Welcome!
Meet the Year 4 Team

Hello! I’m Michael Pateras, and I will 
be teaching 4A this year. I’m really 
looking forward to getting to know 
the students and working together 

throughout the year. Outside of 
school, I enjoy playing guitar, 

watching sport and spending quality 
time with my own family.

My name is Danial Zulkifli, and I’m 
teaching 4B this year. Outside the 

classroom, I enjoy staying active by 
playing sports like tennis, netball, and 
going to the gym. I also love spending 

time in nature and exploring new 
food.

Term 1
28th January - 2nd April

Term  2
 20th April - 26th June

Hello Everyone! I am so excited to teach 4D 
this year. We will be learning so many new 

and exciting things together, of course 
with a lot of FUN. 

I have two children and they take up all my 
free time, but still I manage to keep my 
passion up for yoga and exercise. I am 

vegetarian and love to read spiritual and 
history books.

Hi everyone! My name is Miss Sarah 
and I am teaching 4C this year. I’m so 
excited to be a new teacher at GWPS 
and I hope I get to know you all really 

well. 
My favourite ways to pass the time are 

creating things and reading books. 
I also love to give my dog, Nyla, lots of 

cuddles when I’m at home. 
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Specialist Timetable

Reminders
Please ensure all students arrive to school promptly to begin their learning for the day. School 
gates open at 8:30am each day and classroom doors open at 8:40am to allow students to 
commence morning routines and learning begins. Students who arrive after 8:50am will need 
to go to the office to sign in and will be marked as late.

Students are to read their take home readers each night and record this in their reading log. 
This is a home learning expectation of all students. Teachers will be monitoring take home 
reading progress throughout the term. 

 4A 4B 4C 4D

Tuesday
Physical Education
Performing Arts
 
Thursday
Visual Arts
S.T.E.M.

Monday
Library - even week
 

Tuesday
Performing Arts
Physical Education

Thursday
S.T.E.M.
Physical Education

Wednesday
Library - even week

Tuesday
Visual Arts
S.T.E.M.
 
Thursday
Physical Education
Performing Arts

Wednesday
Library - odd week

Tuesday
S.T.E.M.
Visual Arts
 
Thursday
Performing Arts
Physical Education
 
Wednesday
Library - even week
 

Auslan will continue in classrooms this year each week. It will be 
delivered by classroom teachers.
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28th January - 2nd April

Term  2
 20th April - 26th June
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English
Students will learn how authors create texts that hook and engage their 
audience. They will develop skills to make both literal and inferential 
meaning by predicting, questioning, summarising and making connections 
as they read. Students will identify and apply language features, including 
word groups, sentence types, tense and wordplay, to understand how texts 
are constructed and how meaning is created.

Students will analyse how word choices, opinions, facts and feelings 
contribute to the mood, message and purpose of a text. They will examine 
how text structures and features, such as headings, paragraphs and 
captions, particularly in non-fiction texts. 

Students will choose appropriate language and text structures to suit their 
audience and purpose when writing and they will organise ideas logically 
within paragraphs.
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Term  2
 20th April - 26th June
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Mathematics

Students will strengthen their problem-solving 
skills by working with equations to find unknown 

numbers. They will explore various strategies 
that develop their additive thinking skills, helping 
them build a deeper understanding of number 
relationships through hands on activities and 

problem solving.

Number Measurement
Students will explore angles, investigating 
different types of angles, how they relate 
to one another and where they appear in 

everyday life. Students will also explore 
different kinds of measurement, including 
the tools and methods we use to measure 
length, mass, capacity and temperature. 

Term 1
28th January - 2nd April

Term  2
 20th April - 26th June

Students are welcome to use Essential 
Assessment to complete additional 

activities at home if they wish. 



Year 4 Term 1
Newsletter

Final Reminders
A reminder that all students are to required to wear a hat during Term 1. 

Please also encourage your child to bring and wear sunscreen.

Social Emotional Learning (SEL)

Term 1
28th January - 2nd April

Term  2
 20th April - 26th June

Inquiry

This term in Inquiry, students will learn about exploration, first contact and the 
settlement of Australia. They will investigate the diversity and longevity of Aboriginal 

and Torres Strait Islander peoples and their deep connections to Country and Place, as 
well as explore the journeys of significant explorers and the arrival of the First Fleet. 

Students will examine different perspectives and experiences over time, considering 
how life changed and what stayed the same for individuals and groups. Through 
sequencing events, analysing historical sources, and using historical language: 

students will develop an understanding of cause and effect, continuity and change, 
and the significance of key events in Australia’s past.

This term in SEL, students will explore their personal and cultural strengths and learn 
how these support positive relationships and respectful behaviour. They will also 

develop strategies to understand and manage their emotions, practise self-calming 
techniques, and use positive coping skills to respond to challenges and everyday 

situations.
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Events

Friday 27th Feb - Rare CritterCoin Day 

Friday 27th February  - School Clean Up Day

Thursday 19th March – Ride to school day

Friday 20th March – Harmony Day

Week 7 - will be Sushi@Schools for Term 1

Week 7 - Melbourne Museum Excursion 11th of March

Weeks 7-9 (Wed 11th- Monday 23rd) - NAPLAN for Years 3 and 5 (Various 
sessions across the NAPLAN window)

Assemblies for Term 1 – Week  4 ( 20th Feb), Week 6 (6 March), 

Week 8 (20 March),  Week 10 (Thurs 2nd April)

Monday 9th March -Labour Day public holiday – no students

Week 8 – Crittercoin shop opens

Week 9 - GWPS Cross Country

Thursday 2nd  April - Last day of term

Friday 3rd April - Good Friday

Term 1
28th January - 2nd April

Term  2
 20th April - 26th June
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Ipad/Phone/Computer Use at Home
Devices are very useful for learning. They can help children practise 
reading, maths and 
research skills. However, it is important that devices are used safely and 
at the right times.

1. Stop device use before bedtime
Children should stop using their device at least one hour before 
bedtime.
Screens can make it hard for children to fall asleep. Good sleep is very 
important for learning, behaviour and health.

2. Keep devices out of bedrooms at night
At night, devices should be kept in a different room in the house.
Please do not allow children to keep devices in their bedroom.
Recently, there have been some cases of children using devices in the 
middle of the night. This affects their sleep and learning the next day.
We recommend:

● Charging devices overnight in the kitchen or living room
● Keeping them somewhere children cannot access during the night

3. Set clear rules at home
Children need clear rules about when and where they can use their 
device.
For example:

● No devices during family meals
● Only use devices in shared family spaces
● Use devices after homework and chores are finished

Term 1
28th January - 2nd April

Term  2
 20th April - 26th June
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Ipad/Phone/Computer Use at Home

4. Check what your child is doing
Please regularly check:

● What apps your child is using
● What websites they visit
● Who they are talking to online

Talk to your child about staying safe online and telling an adult if something 
makes them feel worried or uncomfortable. Many families tell us their 
children do not have social media and can't communicate with others, 
however, iMessage allows for private and group chats to occur and is often 
where we find issues.

5. Use parental controls
Parents can set time limits and restrictions on devices. This helps children 
use technology safely and responsibly.
Thank you for supporting your child’s learning and wellbeing. If you need 
help setting up parental controls or have any concerns, please contact the 
school office.

6. It is okay to say no to your child
When you set boundaries or routines with your children, their first reaction 
will be to push back and tell you they don’t like it. Hold firm and follow 
through with the boundaries.  Children don’t always know what is best for 
them - adults do.  You are there to make the right choices, not just the 
popular choices.
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28th January - 2nd April

Term  2
 20th April - 26th June



Lunch Orders

TK Tuckshop is our lunch order 
provider at GWPS. They deliver lunch 
orders to school on Monday’s, 
Wednesday’s and Friday’s. Orders 
close at midnight the night before. All 
orders can be made through the 
‘spriggy schools app’.

TK tuckshop deliver the lunches to 
school and student’s collect them 
during lunch eating times. 

They offer a range of items from fresh 
pizza to sushi, sandwiches, wraps and 
more.

You can create an account and 
register your child to start ordering 
today.

TK Tuckshop
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