
Year 1 Term 3
Newsletter #1

Welcome to Term 3
Year 1 2026

Dear Year 1 Parents, Guardians and Families, 

Welcome to Term 3! We hope you all enjoyed a relaxing break and had the
chance to spend quality time with your loved ones. As we begin the new term, we
are excited about the learning opportunities and experiences ahead for the
students.

This newsletter provides an overview of what your child will be learning across a
range of subjects throughout the first half of this term. We hope you find it a
helpful guide to our curriculum focus.

We are pleased to let you know that this term, there will be a second newsletter
coming to you in Week 7! This will give us the opportunity to share the great work
that is happening throughout the term, as we experience it.

We greatly value your ongoing support and encourage you to stay connected
with us. If you have any questions or would like further information, please don’t
hesitate to get in touch.

Thank you,
The Year 1 Teaching Team 

1A- Debra Dodd

debra.dodd@education.vic.gov.au

1B - Sarah Haslam

sarah.haslam@education.vic.gov.au

1C - Elizabeth Lindeberg

elizabeth.lindeberg@education.vic.gov.au

1D- Sonia Sokhal

soniajit.sokhal@education.vic.gov.au

1E - Sandhya Ravindran (Nair)

sandhya.ravindran@education.vic.gov.au



Week 2
Tuesday 21  July - Auslan Education Services visitst

Friday 24  July - Newsletter #1 sent hometh

Week 3
Wednesday 29th July - Parent Teacher Student Conferences
Friday 31  July - Sushi@schoolsst

Week 4 - Critter Coin Shop
Tuesday 4  August - National Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Children's
Day

th

Week 5
Wednesday 12th August - Year 1 CERES excursion

Week 7 - Book Week
Tuesday 25th August - Prep, 1 & 2 Author visit
Friday 28th August - Book Week Assembly
Friday 28th August - Sushi@schools
Friday 28th August - Newsletter #2 sent home

Week 8 - Critter Coin Shop
Wednesday 2nd September - Indigenous Literacy Day

Week 9
Wednesday 10  September - R U OK Dayth

Week 10
Friday 18  September - Last day of Term 3 - Early finish: 2:00 pmth

Term 3
Important Dates



Year 1
Parent Reminders

School Start Time
                                     School gates open at 8:30 am each day.
                             Classroom doors open at 8:40am to get ready for learning.  
                             Learning starts at 8:50am. 
                             Students who arrive late, after 8:50am, must go to the office for 
                             a LATE PASS.

Student Absences
We understand that due to illness and other circumstances, 
students will be absent from school. If this is the case, please
 contact the school (03) 7301 7000 or note the absence on 
Compass.

Take Home Reading
                                 Students are to read their take home readers each night and 

                              record this in their reading log. If your child has not brought 
                              home a book, they are encouraged to read a book from home. 
                              This is a home learning expectation of all students. Teachers 
                              will be monitoring take home reading progress throughout the       
                              term.

Home Learning Supports 
IF you are looking for some ideas around supporting your children at home

with literacy or numeracy, here are a couple of links that can help. 

https://www.vic.gov.au/how-build-your-childs-literacy-skills-birth-grade-2
https://www.vic.gov.au/how-build-your-childs-numeracy-skills-birth-grade-2



Year 1
Home Learning Ideas

Helping your child become a confident reader.
Reading every day at home makes a big difference. 
Even 10–15 minutes helps build skills, confidence, and a love of reading.

There are 3 easy ways you can support your child:

Read to Me
You read, your child listens

Read a book out loud to your child
Talk about the story and pictures
Ask simple questions like:

“What do you think will happen next?”
“Who is your favourite character?”

This helps build vocabulary and understanding
👉 Great for all ages, even confident readers!

Read to You
Your child reads to you

Let your child read their school book or a familiar text
Encourage them to try tricky words first
If they get stuck:

Give them time
Help sound it out
Tell them the word if needed and keep going

Praise their effort, not just accuracy
👉 This builds confidence and fluency

Read by Myself
Your child reads independently

Your child chooses a book they enjoy
It can be easy, familiar, or just for fun
No pressure, just practice
Ask them to tell you about what they read

👉 This builds independence and a love of reading
 



What are we
learning in Term 3?

During daily Phonics sessions, students will revise previous phonics learnt
throughout Term 1 and 2 and investigate plurals, and adding ‘ing’.
They will also consolidate their reading fluency and handwriting using
different types of texts using phonic and grammatical knowledge to read
accurately and fluently for meaning, re-reading and self-correcting when
required.

Students will learn to:
understand sound patterns such as CVCC e.g. ‘rest’, ‘jump’ and ‘desk’ .
understand syllables to support reading and writing
review their understanding of -ed for past tense e.g. mixed, rolled.
read and write words by breaking down sounds and putting them
together.

English - Phonics



What are we
learning in Term 3?

In English this term, students will explore how authors and illustrators create
engaging texts. Students will also explore facts and opinions to create
informative text about a range of different topics.  

Our Focus: Students will examine how images show meaning. They will discuss
texts and share opinions about text that we will read in class. 

Students will learn to:
understand how informative text are structured, including title, glossary,
images and sub heading.
explore how illustrations and text work together.
identify how imagery, colour, tone and mood create meaning.
develop knowledge of authors, including genres and key facts.
publish their work with a focus on layout and best effort.

English - Reading and Writing



Mathematics
Addition and Subtraction
Our Focus: Students will learn and apply friends of 10, i.e. 5+5=10, 6+4=10,
7+3=10, etc., and connect this knowledge to solve problems to 20, i.e. 17 + 3 =
20. They will also explore how addition and subtraction can be represented as
part-part-whole (i.e. 11 + 6 = 17) and as a fact family:
11 + 6 = 17
6 + 11 = 17
17 - 6 = 11
17 - 11 = 6 

Students will learn to:
add and subtract numbers up to a total of 20
create and identify fact families

Measurement
Our Focus: Students will engage in informal measurement activities. Informal
measurement is when children measure and compare objects using
everyday items instead of rulers or measuring tapes. For example, they might
use blocks to measure the mass of an object, or compare which container
holds more water.

Students will learn to:
measure and order the capacity of objects
measure and order the mass of objects

What are we
learning in Term 3?



What are we
learning in Term 3?

In Humanties, we will be learning about Geography where students are
learning about Aboriginal Culture and how Elders past, present and future
pass their learning about taking care of the Country and how to take care of
our community. 

We are learning about local Aboriginal communities and perspectives and
how they took care of Country, place and Land and why it is important.
Students will understand how we will look after our Land and ensure it is
sustainable for future generations. 

We will also be learning about local Aboriginal language and how these have
meanings about the environment and place. 

In Week 5, students will be attending an excursion to CERES to understand how
all of our learning about culture, Country and Land are put into practice in our
everday lives. 

Students will learn to:
How to care for places.
How Indigenous culture impacts our local area.
How we respect the Indigenous culture. 

Humanities - Geography



What are we
learning in Term 3?

Social Emotional Learning (SEL)
This term, SEL lessons will focus on stress management and positive coping
and calming strategies. Students will learn to recognise different feelings and
identify helpful ways to manage stress, such as using relaxation techniques,
talking to a trusted adult and practising calming strategies. They will also
explore how to support others who may be feeling worried, angry or upset and
develop skills to build resilience and confidence when faced with everyday
challenges.

AUSLAN
Auslan will continue in classrooms week, delivered by classroom teachers.
Students will continue to develop their Auslan vocabulary and understanding
of Deaf culture. They will practise signing everyday phrases, explore visual
communication skills, and build confidence using Auslan in interactive
activities.



Specialist Program 
Term 3

This term, Year 1 students will continue to develop their fundamental
movement skills through activities that focus on kicking, dribbling and
controlling a ball with their feet. They will work on improving their
balance, coordination and agility while developing greater control,
accuracy and confidence when moving with and using a ball. Through a
range of games and challenges, students will practise applying these
skills in different movement situations and with others.

Students in Physical Education will learn to:
Develop kicking and ball control skills by practising accurate kicking,
dribbling and stopping a ball.
Improve balance, coordination and movement control by changing
direction, adjusting speed and using body positioning effectively
during activities.
Apply kicking skills by making decisions, working with others and
using movement skills in a variety of physical activity situations.

Physical Education

Jake Farrow and Paul Taylor



Students will explore how music works through listening, moving,
singing, clapping and playing simple percussion instruments. Students
will epxlore the basics of sound and silence, then moving into pitch
(high and low), dynamics (loud and soft) and tempo (fast and slow).
Students will learn songs and chants from a range of cultures, including
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander music, before creating and
performing their own musical compositions.

Students in Performing Arts will learn to:
Identify and describe the core elements of music, including beat,
rhythm, pitch, dynamics and tempo, and explain how each one
shapes the way music sounds and feels. 
Use their voice, body and simple percussion instruments to explore
these elements hands-on, developing both their listening skills and
their musical confidence.
Compose and perform their own short rhythm patterns, practising
the important skills of rehearsal, accuracy and expression.

Specialist Program 
Term 3

Performing Arts

Fiona Keenan and Lachlan Sayer



Specialist Program 
Term 3

This term in STEM, Year 1 students will explore sound, its
characteristics and how it’s made. They will investigate the
difference between pitch and volume and identify the variations
between the two using key vocabulary. Students will create a range
of sounds using various objects by plucking, striking and scraping
them against other objects. Based on each observation, students will
take down noticings and wonderings they have.

Students in STEM will learn to:
Identify characteristics of sound, for example pitch, volume.
Investigate various methods to create noise using objects by
plucking, striking and scraping them.
Record information based on noticings and wonderings.

STEM

Dee Mifsud and Tam To



During Term Three, Year 1 students are exploring tracing and texture
techniques through two major print design projects. Students will
experiment with everyday materials to build and develop their
artworks, making deliberate choices about colour, pattern and how
they fill the space around a subject. All of these skills are explored
through the theme of Australian animals, with students depicting
native wildlife in the foreground of each piece. Throughout the
upcoming weeks, students will also learn from and be inspired by a
range of artists, including Iluwanti Ken (a First Nations artist), while
developing an understanding and respect for those artists' individual
styles and purposeful choices.

Students in Visual Arts will learn to:
Experiment with tracing, texture and printing to create artworks.
Use colour, pattern and space deliberately to construct ideas
through art.
Observe and analyse artistic choices to inform and develop our
own projects.

Visual Arts

Victoria Brennan, Lachlan Sayer and
Priya Rajasekhar

Specialist Program 
Term 3
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