Year 3 Term 3
Newsletter #1

Welcome to Term 3
Year 3 2026

Dear Year 3 Families,

Welcome to Term 3! We hope you all had a wonderful, relaxing break and enjoyed some
special time with family and friends. We are excited to welcome everyone back for another
fantastic term of learning, growth and fun.

This term will provide many opportunities for our students to continue developing their
confidence, independence and curiosity as learners. Through engaging classroom
experiences, collaborative activities and exciting learning opportunities, we look forward to
seeing every student challenge themselves, celebrate their successes and continue to grow
throughout the term.

We value the strong partnership between home and school and sincerely appreciate your
ongoing support. We encourage you to read through this newsletter to learn more about
what your child will be exploring during the first six weeks of Term 3, as well as upcoming
events, important reminders and ways you can support their learning at home.

We are looking forward to another wonderful term and can't wait to celebrate all the learning
and achievements that lie ahead.

Kind Regards, 3A - Pamela Jones
Pamela Jones (3A) pamelajones2@education.vic.gov.au
Alison James (3B) 3B - Alison James

James Alp (3C) alisonjames@education.vic.gov.au

3C - James Alp

Tara Calderwood (3D)
Q}\)}‘# Jjames.alp@education.vic.gov.au
é 3D - Tara Calderwood
%’(&(C tara.calderwood@education.vic.gov.au

GARRANG WILAM

PRIMARY SCHOOL TRUGANINA




Terms

Important Information ﬁ

WEEK 2
e Monday 20" July - Student Leadership Day
e Tuesday 21° July - AUSLAN Visit
e Friday 24" July - Newsletter #1 sent home

WEEK 3
e Wednesday 29" July - Parent Teacher Interviews
e Friday 31°" July- Sushi at Schools Day.

WEEK 4 - Critter Coin Shop
e Tuesday 4™ August Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Children’s Day

WEEK 5
e Thursday 13" August - Democracy, Community and Me Incursion

WEEK 6
e Wednesday 19" August - Author Visit

WEEK 7 - Book Week
e Friday 28th August - Book Week Assembly
e Friday 28th August - Sushi@schools
e Friday 28th August - Newsletter #2 sent home

Week 8 - Critter Coin Shop
e Wednesday 2nd September - Indigenous Literacy Day

Week 9 - Year 3&4 Swimming Program
e Wednesday 10" September - R U OK Day

Week 10
e Friday 18" September - Last day of Term 3 - Early finish: 2:00 pm




Term 3 .
Parent Reminders ﬁ.

Smart watches

We encourage mobile phones and smartwatches to be kept at home, in
line with DET policy. If your child brings it to school, they need to switch it off and
either check-it in at the Office or hand it in to their Classroom Teacher where it will
be returned at the end of the school day.

Attendance & Punctuality
e School gates open: 8:30am
e Classrooms open: 8:40am
e Students arriving after 8:50am are officially late and must report to the office for
a late pass.

If your child is absent due to illness or you are planning a family holiday, please
notify the office and/or upload absence information via Compass.

Homework - Reading
Each night, students should read for 20 minutes.
After reading, students are expected to:

e Complete their reading log

e Record what they read

o Add comments (from student and/or parent)

Teachers will check reading logs weekly and monitor homework completion.
Students may:

e Change their school readers daily

e Read books from home

Critter Coins
Students earn Critter Coins by demonstrating our school values:
Focus Lead Strength Together

Coins convert into points that students can redeem at the Critter Coin Shop.
Shop Visit: Week 4 and Week 8




What are we

learning in Term 3"/

English - Phonics

This term, students will continue developing their reading and spelling skills by learning
more advanced spelling patterns and applying them in their reading and writing.

Our focus areas include:
e Schwa spellings
e 'wr' representing the [r/ sound
e 'mb’ representing the /m/ sound
e 'le'endings (e.g. handle)
o Suffixes: -y, -ity, -ty, -ic, -al, -ial, -en, -able, -er, -or and -age
¢ Spelling rules including the 111 doubling rule, the drop ‘e’ rule and changing 'y’ to i before
adding a suffix

Students will also continue to strengthen their ability to:
e Blend sounds to read unfamiliar words.
e Segment sounds to spell words accurately.
e Manipulate sounds and word parts to build new words.
e Consolidate learning through regular review and revision of previously taught concepts.

o o op O
English - Reading and Writing
Our Year 3 students are embarking on an exciting adventure through The Hero's Journey!

Throughout the unit, students will discover what makes a great adventure story and learn how
authors create memorable heroes, exciting challenges and satisfying endings.

Story Structure: The Hero's Journey
Our Focus: Students will show understanding of the six stages of a Hero's Journey: Ordinary
World. Adventure Begins, Challenges and Growth, Major Test, Final Battle, New World.

Students will learn to:
¢ identify the six stages of a Hero's Journey and explain how they help create an exciting

adventure story.
e explore a range of books, movies and mentor texts, to build the skills and confidence needed

to write their own Hero's Journey narrative.

Try it at home: While watching a family movie or reading a book together, ask your child which
stage of the Hero's Journey the characters are experiencing.




What are we

learning in Term 3?/

English - Reading and Writing

Character Archetypes: Creating Memorable Characters
Our Focus: In their learning, students will be identifying and creating different character types
such as the Hero, Villain, Mentor and Ally.

Students will learn to:
¢ identify different character archetypes.
e explore the personality traits that make each character unique and how these traits
influence the story.

Try it at home: Ask your child to describe the Hero, Villain, Mentor and Ally from their favourite
movie or book. Discuss what personality traits make each character memorable.

Narrative Writing: Bringing Stories to Life

Our Focus: Students will use everything they have learned to plan and write their own Hero's
Journey narrative. Throughout the writing process, they will learn how authors engage readers
by writing strong story openings, creating exciting challenges, building suspense and crafting
satisfying endings.

Students will learn to:
e Plan a Hero's Journey narrative by storyboarding
e Write a bold beginning
e Develop exciting challenges and growth by creating a major test and final battle
e Write satisfying ending where the hero has changed
¢ Revise their writing and edit for punctuation, spelling and grammar
e Publish their finished story

Try it at home: Encourage your child to tell you about the adventure they are creating. Ask
questions such as, "What challenge does your hero face?” or "How has your hero changed by
the end of the story?” Talking about ideas before writing helps students become stronger
authors. are excited to see our students grow as readers, thinkers and writers as they become
authors of their own exciting Hero's Journey adventures!




What are we
learning in Term 31

Mathematics

Financial Mathematics

This term students will learn to understand the value of money in everyday life. Students learn
to recognize the relationship between dollars and cents, represent the same money value in
multiple ways.

Our Focus: We are focusing heavily on the representation of money using coins, matching
totals and practicing single-digit multiplication and division facts to solve shopping scenarios.

Students will learn to:
e represent money values in different ways
e recognise, represent and order numbers up to 10,000.
e use single-digit multiplication and division to solve practical spending problems
e estimate to judge if a financial calculation makes sense.

Try it at home: When handling cash or shopping, invite your child to count out small change or
estimate if you have enough coins to cover a small purchase.

Operations: Division

This unit expands the understanding of modelling and solving division problems using
number sentences, diagrams and mental strategies, while building quick recall of their 3, 4, 5,
and 10 times tables to solve related division facts.

Our Focus: We break division down into clear, visual steps before moving to written equations.

Students will learn to solve division problems using the following steps:

e Equal Groups/Arrays: Use physical objects or grids to see how numbers are shared equally.

e Repeated Subtraction: Understand division as taking away the same amount multiple
times.

e Fact Families: Link multiplication to division (e.g., knowing $5 times 4 = $20 means $20
divided by 4 = $5).

e Split Method/Short Division: Learn to break large numbers into small parts to divide them.

e Problem Solving: Apply these steps to real-world worded stories and puzzles.

Try it at home: You can support this at home by sharing items equally (like rows of baking
treats or carrot sticks) and practicing the 3, 4, 5, and 10 multiplication facts in the car.




What are we
learning in Term 32

Humanities - Civics and Citzenship

In Term 3, students will learn about how our school and community work
together. They will explore rules, leadership, responsibilities, fairness,
democracy and our school values through discussions, hands-on activities
and creative projects.

Our Focus:

Students will learn about the different people who work at our school, such as
teachers, office staff and maintenance staff. They will discover how each
person helps our school every day. Students will learn the difference between
rules and laws and why they are important. They will also learn about the
different leaders in our school and how they help everyone. Students will look
at interesting rules from Australia and other countries. They will think about
what makes a rule fair and create a new rule for our school. Students will learn
about the people and organisations that support our school community.

Students will learn to:
e explain how rules, laws and leaders help keep our school safe and fair.
e explain what makes a rule fair.
e explain how our community helps our school.
e explain people’s rights and responsibilities at school.

Try it at home - Engage your children in a discussion about the rules you have

at home. Ask your child why these rules are important and how they help your
family. Prompt your child to name some of the people who help at school and
explain what they do. Start a discussion with your children about the rights
and responsibilities they have at home.




What are we
learning in Term 370

Social Emotional Learning (SEL)
and Active Kids Program

In Term 3, students will be developing skills to support their physical, social and emotional
wellbeing. Through Active Kids and SEL lessons, students will explore healthy choices,
communication, problem-solving, strategies to ask for help and ways to support
themselves and others.

Our Focus - Students will learn that asking for help is a strength and identify trusted people
who can support them when they experience challenges.

Students will learn to:
e recognise when | need help, identify trusted people and explain my problem clearly.
¢ use clear words and appropriate body language when asking for help.
¢ identify the size of a problem, recognise my feelings and choose a safe - response.

The Active Kids program supports students by exploring concepts that help them to:

e Understand how the foods they choose can impact their bodies, energy levels and
overall health.

e Recognise the importance of regular movement and physical activity for their physical
and mental wellbeing.

e Develop positive health habits that can be practised at school, at home and within their
community.

e Make informed choices that support their health, safety and wellbeing.

AUSLAN

Students will continue to develop their AUSLAN vocabulary and understanding. They will
practise signing everyday phrases, explore visual communication skills and build
confidence using AUSLAN in interactive activities. Students will continue to develop their
ability to fingerspell. Students will revise this content by creating their own ‘My Story’ where
they provide some information about themselves- name (fingerspell), age, family, pets or
your hobbies/sports.




WE WENT TO THE Z0O

Year 3 students had a fantastic day at Werribee Open Range Zoo last term, as part of our
Geography unit. During the "Features, Life Cycles and the Environment — Australia Focus”
education program, students explored how animals grow, change and survive in different
environments through hands-on activities and observations. They also enjoyed the safari bus
tour, observed a variety of animals and learnt about animal features, life cycles, predator-
prey relationships and the importance of protecting our environment. The excursion was a
wonderful opportunity to bring our classroom learning to life.




Specialist Program :

Term 3 —

Physical Education

This term, Year 3 students will be introduced to badminton and begin
developing their fundamental skills through a range of activities focused on
serving, striking, rallying and movement around the court. Students will
develop their hand-eye coordination, balance and control while learning how
to use different techniques and strategies to keep the shuttlecock in play.
Through modified games and challenges, students will practise applying their
movement skills, making decisions and working cooperatively with others in a
variety of physical activity situations.

Students inPhysical Education will learn to:

e Develop badminton-specific skills by learning and applying correct
techniques for serving, striking and controlling the shuttlecock.

e Improve movement skills and coordination by developing footwork,
balance, positioning and body control while moving around the court.

e Apply skills and strategies in modified games by participating safely,
making decisions, demonstrating teamwork and adapting movements to
different game situations.

Jake Farrow and Paul Taylor




Specialist Program :
Term 3 —

Periorming £ris

During Term 3, students have been exploring music through active, hands-on
learning, using their voice, body and a range of classroom instruments
including clap sticks, glockenspiels and castanets. They will listen and respond
to music from different cultures and times, including Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander music and world music traditions, before moving into practical
activities where students experiment with beat, rhythm, dynamics and tempo.

Students will begin composing and performing their own short pieces of music,
sharing their work with classmates and reflecting on what they hear and create.
It has been wonderful to see the curiosity and enthusiasm students bring to
every lesson!

Students in Performing Arts will learn to:

e |dentify and describe key elements of music, including beat, rhythm,
dynamics and tempo

e Keep a steady beat and perform simple rhythm patterns using body
percussion and classroom instruments

e Describe how music from different cultures and times is used for different
purposes (such as celebration, ceremony and storytelling)

e Use music vocabulary to talk about what they hear and how it makes them
feel.

Fiona Keenan and Lachlan Sayer




Specialist Program :
Term 3 —

This term, Year 3 students will explore Physical Sciences by investigating the
forces that affect how objects move. They will learn about contact forces, such
as friction and tension, which act when objects touch, and non-contact forces,
such as gravity and magnetism, which can act from a distance. Students will
investigate how these forces can change an object's speed, direction or
movement. They will also be introduced to Newton's Three Laws of Motion
through engaging, hands-on investigations to help them understand how
forces influence the way things move in everyday life.

Students in STEM will learn to:
¢ |dentify and describe the difference between contact and non-contact
forces.
e Explain how forces can change an object’'s speed, direction or movement.
¢ Investigate how different forces act on objects through hands-on
experiments.
e Describe Newton's Three Laws of Motion using simple, real-world examples.

Dee Mifsud and Tam To




Specialist Program :
Term 3 —

Visual 2rts

During Term Three, Year 3 students are creating prints and collages responding
to the theme of ‘Creatures of the Sea.” They will develop skills in printmaking
techniques and processes, including; stamping, monoprinting (using Geli-
plates) and relief printing (using printing foam). Students will also learn to print
an ‘edition’ (a numbered series of prints from a printing plate.) They will cultivate
skills in selecting, cutting, arranging and joining materials to create collages.
Their collages will include their printed and stamped papers. Artmakers that
students will focus on this term include Melbourne artist and designer Beci Orpin,
Yolgnu (Gupa-Djapu clan) painter Dhambit Mununggurr and Japanese ukiyo-e
artist Katsushika Hokusai.

e Students in Visual Art will learn to:

e Produce patterned collage papers using stamping, monoprinting and
drawing techniques.

e Create a composition using organic, geometric and/or representational
shapes.

e Inscribe printing foam to make a relief printing plate and a chine-collé print.

e Discuss artworks referencing some of the ‘Elements of Art’, including; colour,
line, shape and texture.

Victoria Brennan, Lachlan Sayer and
Priya Rajasekhar




Sushi @ Schools —~

Garrang Wilam Primary School
Friday 31 July

Sushi Day!

Order fresh, healthy and delicious sushi handrolls for
lunch and help raise funds for our school!

$8.50 Twin Packs (2 rolls of the same type)
or $4.50 Single Packs

Avocado ' s o o &
Crispy Chicken - =
Teriyaki Chicken « o =
~ Tuna -
% Tuna & Avocado - -
7 Vegetable .« .« « o =

Order online: www.sushi.net.au

All orders must be placed by 10am Thursday 30™ July.
Sorry no late orders accepted.

Prices include GST and there are no online transaction fees or charges. Detailed ordering
and ingredients guidelines are available from your school

sushi@school




Sushi @ Schools —~

sushi@school

Online Ordering & Payment Guidelines

Ordering with Sushi@School is simple, quick and easy:

Go to the S@5 website: www sushi.net.au

Select 'Sign Up' to create an account, username/password and to
select/add a school (make sure to select Save Changes’ when
finished)

Select 'Order Mow' when registered (login will autofill for most users)
On your dashboard and school event page select ‘Order Now'
Complete student details, select items and "Add To Cart’

Check your order is correct and select ‘Checkout’

Complete your payment details, select ‘Place Order’, and you're done!

Select 'Back To Cart’ or ‘Go Back' at any stage to review,/change your order,
‘Cancel’ or ‘Add Another Student’.

Difficulties ordering? Try the following:

Go to ‘Dashboard’ - ‘My Account’ - ‘Account Details’

Check your school appears in the ‘School Details’ box - if not, select it from
the drop down menu

Ensure all other details are included and correct

Important: Scroll down the page and select ‘Save Changes'

Cancelling Or Changing An Order After Payment

Once paid for and submitted an order can only be changed by cancelling it.

On your account dashboard under ‘Flease Mote' select either ‘New Order
Cancellations’ or 'Changing An Order’ for more details/instructions.

Once cancelled you will receive two email confirmations: ‘Order Cancelled’
and ‘Payment Refunded'.

You can change/cancel an order at any time up to 1 hour before the event
cut off time. Eg. If your school's Sushi Day deadline for orders is 10am you
must complete your order change or cancellation before $am.

NOTES
+ All payments include GST; NO online transaction fees or charges.
* All newcomers receive a “Welcome to Sushi@School’ email confirming

their account and username.

Successful orders and payments are confirmed immediately with an Order
Confirmation email from Sushi@School. NB. Only receipt of this email
guarantees delivery of your order - please check your mailbox/es carefully,
including spam/junk folders.

All card payment details held by Stripe (not 5@35) - global payment
gateway leader with highest level standards in online payment security
and data storage.
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