Prep Term 2

Newsletter

Welcome to Term 2 of
Prep in 2026

Dear Prep Parents, Guardians and Families,

What a wonderful first term we had together, starting their first year of learning
and building relationships. Students have returned to school after the first set of
holidays, enthusiastic and ready to continue their learning journey and we are so
excited to see their growth this term.

This newsletter will provide you important dates, reminders and the curriculum
focus for this term.

Just a reminder that if you need to speak with a teacher about something
important relating to your child, it is best to email them directly, call the school or

make a meeting time.
TALK TO US

PA Faith Reeve
The Prep Teaching Team faith.reeve@education.vic.gov.au

Thank you,

PB Niamh Johnston
niamh.johnston@education.vic.gov.au

PC Vanessa Bird
vanessa.bird@education.vic.gov.au
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QX}ZG_ PD Elo Valladares
7%‘&@- eloisa.valladares@education.vic.gov.au

GARRANG WILAM PE Nina You
PRIMARY SCHOOL TRUGANINA nina.you@education.vic.gov.au
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Term z Specialist Timetabl@®

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday
(Weeks 2, 4,
6, 8,10)

Prep A

PE
PERFORMING
ARTS

LIBRARY ON
ODD WEEKS

ART
STEM

Whole School
Assembly

Prep B

PERFORMING
ARTS
PE

LIBRARY ON
EVEN WEEKS

STEM
ART

Whole School
Assembly

PrepC

ART
STEM

LIBRARY ON
EVEN WEEKS

PE
PERFORMING
ARTS

Whole School
Assembly

Prep D

STEM
ART

LIBRARY ON
EVEN WEEKS

PERFORMING
ARTS
PE

Whole School
Assembly

Prep E

PE
PERFORMING
ARTS

LIBRARY ON
ODD WEEKS

ART
STEM

Whole School
Assembly




Prep
Reminders

Important Information

Arriving and Leaving School
Children are not to be dropped off outside of the school gate before 8:30am
and must be supervised by a parent/guardian any time prior to 8:30am
If you are unable to supervise your children before school, please book them
into Team Kids so that they are safe. We are working on independence with our
Preps, and we are encouraging all students to start carrying their own bags into
school. They are working hard on finding the shelf for their bag and putting their
items where they belong. Please remember that school finishes at 3:00pm. If
your child is here much later than 3:10pm, we will be sending them to Team
Kids. You will need to pay for this service if your child is put into their care after
3:10pm. Please be ready to pick up your children at 3:00pm.

School Start Time
Please ensure all students arrive to school promptly to begin their learning for
the day. School gates open at 8:30 am each day and classroom doors open at
8:40am to allow students to commmence morning routines. Classes commence
at 8:50am. Students who arrive after 8:50am will be marked as late.

Student Absences
We understand that due to illness and other extenuating circumstances,
students will be absent from school. If this is the case, please notify the school
(03) 7301 7000 or note the absence on Compass.




Prep
Reminders —

Important Information

Take Home Reading

Students are to read their take home readers each night and record this in their
reading log. If your child has not brought home a book, they are encouraged to
read a book from home. This is a home learning expectation of all students.

Teachers will be monitoring take home reading progress throughout the term.
We also highly encourage parents/carers to read books to their child/ren. It
could be a book from home or their home reading book. Talk about the
characters, the events, feelings etc and have fun engaging in the book with
your child/ren.

On the following page, we have provided a list of the current high frequency
words that students can practise at home as well.

Teddy Bear Friends

This term in prep we will be introducing a teddy bear in each class. Each
member of the class will get a chance to take the teddy home for the weekend
to have some fun adventures with! The student will then add a page into the
Teddy’s journal about all the fun they had together.

On the journal page you are encouraged to write about the adventures and
attach some photos. If you are unable to print photos, we are happy for you to
email them to us and we can print them at school to add.

A /
2 ¥ &
’%%“ s R




word

h Frequency
S for practlse

/ a the fo
IS no go he
she we me be

as

yOM




Pre
Home Learn|I|)1g Ideas ﬁ

Helping your child become a confident reader.
Reading every day at home makes a big difference.
Even 10—-15 minutes helps build skills, confidence, and a love of reading.
There are 3 easy ways you can support your child:
Read to Me
You read, your child listens
e Read a book out loud to your child
e Talk about the story and pictures
e Ask simple questions like:
o “What do you think will happen next?”
o “Who is your favourite character?”
e This helps build vocabulary and understanding
<~ Great for all ages, even confident readers!

Read to You
Your child reads to you
e Let your child read their school book or a familiar text
e Encourage them to try tricky words first
e If they get stuck:
o Give them time
o Help sound it out
o Tell them the word if needed and keep going
e Praise their effort, not just accuracy
< This builds confidence and fluency

Read by Myself
Your child reads independently
e Your child chooses a book they enjoy
e |t can be easy, familiar, or just for fun
e NoO pressure, just practice
e Ask them to tell you about what they read
<r This builds independence and a love of reading



What are we

learning in Term 2?

English

This term in English, students will be building their understanding of how texts
are structured and how sentences are formed, using the familiar pattern from
the That's Not My... texts. Through shared reading and the creation of mini
lbooks.

Students will be able to make ‘text to self connections’ when reading these
books. (eg. | also have a cat who is grey and fluffy.) Students will be
encouraged to share their connections with the class.

A strong focus will be placed on identifying and using adjectives to describe

characters or items in a story. Students will learn how descriptive words add

detail and meaning to sentences. They will also develop their understanding
of punctuation, particularly capital letters and full stops.

Students will take part in simple, supported editing processes with the
teacher, learning to reread their work. They will practise forming letters
correctly and spelling most consonant—-vowel-consonant (CVC) words linked
to the phonics code they have been explicitly taught.

Daily phonics sessions will include review and explicit teaching of letter—sound
relationships, along with practising their fluency in reading.

In Speaking and Listening activities, students will practise speaking to an
audience, delivering short spoken texts such as retelling familiar stories and
reporting on events, using appropriate voice features like volume and
expression.




What are we learning

inTerm 2?7

Mathematics

Number

In Number this term, students are learning to make connections between
number names, numerals and position in a sequence. Students will be
focusing on numbers to 20, with an emphasis on the teen numbers.
Students will use subitising and counting to compare collections of
objects. They will also be learning about ordinal numbers and identifying
where we use them in real life (e.g. In races).

Statistics

In Statistics this term, students will be collecting data that they are able
to sort and compare in response to yes/no questions. (E.g. Do you like
dogs?). Students will be able to survey their peers and collect real life
data and then use this to answer questions.

Measurement

In Measurement this term, students are learning about length. Students
will be learning about the base line and how it is important to measure
things from the base line for accurate measuring. Students will also be
learning to use vocabularly such as ‘long’, ‘wide’, ‘short’ and ‘tall. When
measuring, students will say which is the longest and shortest object.

Alongside measuring, students will be looking at time and which events
take a longer or shorter amount of time.




What are we
learning in Term 2?

C

Humanities/ Health

This term in Humanities, Students are learning about ‘healthy’ and
‘sometimes’ foods. They will also be identifying other healthy habits to keep
our bodies happy. Students will be learning about safe people and who can
help us at home, at school and in the community when we need it.
Students will engage in activities to enrich their knowledge of a healthy
lifestyle.

Social Emotional Learning (SEL)

This term, SEL lessons will focus on positive coping strategies as well as
probelm solving in social situations. This will also include strategies for
including everyone in play, making friendly and unfriendly choices and how to
be a good friend.

FUSLAN

Auslan will continue in classrooms each week, delivered by classroom
teachers. Students will continue to develop their Auslan vocabulary and
understanding of Deaf culture. They will practise signing everyday phrases,
and build confidence using Auslan in interactive activities.




TermZz
Important Dates

Week 1

e Monday 20™ April- Currciulum day (Student-
e free day)

e Tuesday 21* April- First day of Term 2 for all students
e Saturday 25™ April- ANZAC Day

WEEK 3
e Tuesday 7" May - School photos

WEEK 4
e Monday 11" May - Australian Reptiles
e Wednesday 13" May - % day Teacher Strike

WEEK 7
e Thursday 4™ June - Sushi @ schools day
e Friday 5™ June - Curriculum day (Student - free day)

WEEK 8
e Monday 8™ June- King’s Birthday Public holiday (no staff or
students)
* Friday 12" June - Cadbury Chocolate drive due

WEEK 10
* Friday 26™ June - Last day of term 2 - 2pm Finish

TERM 3 information

e Monday 13" July - Currciulum day (Student -free day)
e Tuesday 14" July- First day of term 3 for students




Specialist Program :
Term 2

Physical Education

This term in Physical Education, our Prep students will be
participating in a Perceptual Motor Program (PMP), with a
focus on developing fundamental movement skills, including
locomotor movements, as well as throwing and catching.

Through a series of engaging, small-group stations, students
will explore different activities such as rolling, jumping,
balancing skipping and running, helping to build
coordination, balance, and confidence.

These sessions are designed to support early physical
development in a fun and structured environment,
encouraging students to move safely while improving their
overall motor skills.

Students in Physical Education will learn to:

e Develop and practise fundamental locomotor skills including
running, jumping, hopping and skipping.

e Develop basic throwing and catching skills using a variety of
equipment.

e Improve coordination, balance and body control through
structured PMP activities.

e Participate in small-group station activities, engaging different
parts of the body and following instructions safely.

Jake Farrow and Paul Taylor




Specialist Program :
Term 2 —

Periorming 2ris

During Term Two, Prep students are exploring what dance is, why is it
important and creating and performing movement through dance.

Students will investigate how their bodies can move in different ways,
develop an understanding of rhythm and space. They will use
movement to tell stories and express ideas, including through
respectful engagement with the role of dance in Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander cultures.

The term culminates in a class performance with students
demonstrating skills they have learnt. Students from all year levels,
Prep to Year Six, are also learning the waltz to perform together as a
school community at the end of the term.

Students in Performing Arts will learn to:

e Explore and use locomotor and non-locomotor
movements, body pathways and rhythm to create and
perform simple dance sequences.

e Use movement to communicate ideas and stories,
drawing respectful inspiration from the role of dance in
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander cultures.

e Perform dance with an audience, developing their
collaboration skills and awareness of performance and
audience behaviours.

Fiona Keenan and
Lachlan Sayer




Specialist Program :
Term2Z

During Term 2, Prep students are learning biological sciences, focusing
on what constitutes as a living thing. They will explore a range of
different animals and identify their key descriptive features.

Students will observe differences between vertebrate and invertebrate
animals, recognising that animals with vertebrate, such as mammals
and reptiles, have a backbone and invertebrate animals, such as
insects and arachnids, do not have a backbone.

Prep students will have the opportunity to participate in a hands on
experience exploring various vertebrate and invertebrate animals, and
their features and basic needs during our Reptile Encounters incursion.

Students will demonstrate their understanding of animal features by
using the engineering process to plan, design and create a model
figure of an animal of their choice along with their corresponding
habitats.

Students in STEM will learn to:
e Explore how living things have basic needs for survival.
e |dentify different external features of plants and animails.
e Describe features of a plant including roots, stems, leaves,
flowers, fruit, bulbs, trunks and branches.

Dee Mifsud and Tam To




Specialist Program
Term 2 —

Visual 2rt

During Term 2, Prep students are learning about Aboriginal
and Torres Strait Islander Art, focusing on different artist's
techniques and gaining inspiration to attempt various styles
into their own work.

Students will be introduced to the unit by learning about the
importance of Indigenous Culture and impact of art over
time.

Throughout the unit, Preps will focus on patterns, shapes and
colour to create familiar and unfamiliar geome

tric and organic objects to represent an experience or idea.
Students will then explore tactile art with a range of nature
related items (gumnuts, eucalyptus) to create a texture on

paper.

Throughout the term, students will also learn about and
celebrate the significant events that are important to
Australia, including Reconciliation Week and Sorry Day.

Students in Visual Arts will learn to:
e Explore Indigenous Art; specifically how and why they are
important for people and communities.
e Use different materials to create familiar and unfamiliar shapes.
e Use ideas from Indigenous Art and attempt different techniques in
their own designs.

Sam Healy and Tam To




%’% sushi@school

Online Ordering & Payment Guidelines

Ordering with Sushi@School is simple, quick and easy:

Go to the 5@5 website: www.sushinetau

Select 'Sign Up' to create an account, username/password and to select/add a
school (make sure to select “Save Changes’ when finished)

Select 'Order Now' when registered (login will autofill for most users)

On your dashboard and school event page select 'Order Now'

Complete student details, select items and "Add To Cart’

Check your order is correct and select 'Checkout’

Complete your payment details, select 'Place Order’, and you're done!

QR Code for website

Select ‘Back To Cart’ or ‘Go Back’ at any stage to review/change your order,
‘Cancel” or "Add Another Student’

Cancelling Or Changing An Order After Payment
Once pald for and submitted an order can only be changed by cancelling it.

On your account dashboard under 'Please Mote' select either "‘Mew Order Cancellations’ or
‘Changing An Order’ for more details/instructions.

Once cancelled you will receive two email confirmations: "Order Cancelled” and 'Fayment
Refunded’

You can change/cancel an order at any time up to 1 hour before the event cut off time. Eg. If
your school’s Sushi Day deadline for orders Is 10am you must complete your order change or
cancellation before Sam

NOTES

All payments include GST; NO anline transaction fees or charges.

All newcomers receive a "Welcome to Sushi@School” email confirming their account and
username.

Successful orders and payments are confirmed immediately with an Order Confirmation email
fram Sushi@School. NB. Only receipt of this emall guarantees delivery of your order - please
check your mailbox/es carefully, including spam/junk folders.

All card payment details held by Stripe (not S@3) - global payment gateway leader with highest level
standards in online payment security and data storage.

“*If you have any questions please see the office™
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