Prep Term 3
Newsletter

Welcome to Newsletter 2, for Term 3.

Dear Prep Parents, Guardians and Families,

It is hard to believe we are already well into Term 3! The Preps have had a fantastic
term so far and continue to impress us with their enthusiasm, growing independence
and willingness to challenge themselves.

We have already enjoyed lots of exciting learning experiences, including celebrating
100 Days of Prep, and we are looking forward to our upcoming zoo excursion!

Our class teddies have also continued their adventures. Thank you for the time and
effort that goes into the Teddy Adventure books — the Preps love sharing these with the
class! We also encourage families to continue supporting learning at home through
regular reading and fluency practice.

This update includes important dates, reminders and an overview of our learning for
the remainder of Term 3.

As always, if you need to discuss anything regarding your child, please contact their
teacher directly.

_ TALK TO US
Thank you for your continued support,

The Prep Teaching Team PA Faith Reeve
faith.reeve@education.vic.gov.au

PB Niamh Johnston
niamh.johnston@education.vic.gov.au

A\) U:C PC Vanessa Bird
vanessa.bird@education.vic.gov.au

/) PD Elo Valladares

GARRANG WILAM
PRIMARY SCHOOL TRUGANINA PE Priya RajaSkhar
Priya.Rajasekhar@education.vic.gov.au

eloisa.valladares@education.vic.gov.au
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Pre
Home Learm%g Ideas ﬁ

Helping your child become a confident reader.
Reading every day at home makes a big difference.
Even 10—-15 minutes helps build skills, confidence, and a love of reading.
There are 3 easy ways you can support your child:

Read to Me
You read, your child listens
e Read a book out loud to your child
e Talk about the story and pictures
e Ask simple questions like:
o “What do you think will happen next?”
o “Who is your favourite character?”
e This helps build vocabulary and understanding
¢~ Great for all ages, even confident readers!

Read to You
Your child reads to you
e Let your child read their school book or a familiar text
e Encourage them to try tricky words first
e If they get stuck:
o Give them time
o Help sound it out
o Tell them the word if needed and keep going
e Praise their effort, not just accuracy
&~ This builds confidence and fluency

Read by Myself
Your child reads independently

e Your child chooses a book they enjoy

¢ |t can be easy, familiar, or just for fun

e No pressure, just practice

e Ask them to tell you about what they read
¢r This builds independence and a love of reading




What are we -:,
learning in Term 3? ~

English

For the remainder of Term 3 in English, students will be continuing to explore non-fiction
texts. They will identify what makes them non-fiction and compare these with fiction texts.
Students will also be retelling fiction texts, creating questions for non-fiction texts and
critiquing the books we read.

Writing will see us continue to expand our simple sentences through using verbs and
adjectives to give more detail. Students will ensure they are using boundary punctuation
and continue to read aloud their sentences. After our zoo excursion, students will also have
the opportunity to create their own text based on an animal they see at the zoo.

Students will continue to learn to:

e Ask and answer questions before, during and after reading to help them understand a
text

e Ask questions related to a non-fiction text to allow them to identify the purpose of non-
fiction texts is to gain information

o |dentify features of fiction and non-fiction texts and compare the similarities and
differences between them.

e Use descriptive words to make their writing more interesting.

¢ |dentify what they like and dislike about a range of texts.

Daily phonics sessions will include review and explicit teaching of letter-sound
relationships. Students will practise their Speaking and Listening skills when practising their
fluency in reading by reading out loud, focussing on expression, pace and intonation.

Students will practice their presentation skills when sharing their wonderful adventures with
their teddies to an audience and also when sharing their sentences they create in writing.




What are we learning
in Term 3?

Mathematics

Number T

In Number, students are continuing to explore addition and subtraction.

Students will learn to:
e Use different strategies to solve addition and subtraction problems.
e Write number sentences such as 6+3=9 and 9-3=6
¢ |dentify the difference between addition and subtraction.

Space
In Space, students will continue to identify familiar spaces.

Students will learn to:
¢ Use language such as ‘on top of’, ‘underneath’ and ‘inside’ to describe
the location of objects.
¢ Follow directions to get around a familiar space.
e Describe where things are in a familiar space.

Measurement
For the remainder of Term 3, students will continue to learn about hefting.

Students will learn to:
e Heft items and decide whether they are ‘light’ or ‘heavy’
e Compare the weight of a range of objects inside the room.




What are we learning

inTerm 3?

Humanities

Students will continue to learn about familiar places to them. They will
continue to explore why places are important to them and how they can
protect their important places.

Students will be looking at changes to local places such as Werribee Zoo
which also ties in with our Zoo Excursion.

Students will learn to:
e |dentify local and familiar places to them.

e |dentify changes in local places.
e Locate items/animals on a map
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What are we
learning in Term 3?

Social Emotional Learning (SEL)

For the remainder of the term, Students will continue to learn how to manage
stressful situations and identify what makes them feel stressed. Students will

also learn more about consent and keeping our hands and feet to ourselves

alongside learning about safe play.

R U OK? Day will also be introduced to students.

Students will learn to:
¢ |dentify situations that makes their bodies feel stressed.
¢ |dentify ways to calm their bodies when they are stressed.
e Explain consent and the importance of asking consent.
¢ Identify how to play safely and how to ask their peers to play.
e Participate in safe play.

FUSLAN

Auslan will continue to be taught in classrooms each week by classroom
teachers. Students will continue to develop their Auslan vocabulary and
understanding of Deaf culture. They will practise using signs and everyday
phrases through a range of interactive activities.

Students will learn to:

e Develop and use a growing range of Auslan vocabulary, such as learning
the Zoo animails, ‘wh’ questions and Handshapes.

e Sign common everyday words and phrases

e Communicate with increasing confidence using Auslan




Term3
Important Dates

Week 7/

Whole week - Book Week

Tuesday 25th August - Prep, 1 & 2 Author visit
Friday 28™ August - Book Week Dress Up
Friday 28th August - Sushi@schools

Friday 28th August - Newsletter #2 sent home

Week 8
Wednesday 2nd September - Indigenous Literacy Day

Week 9
Wednesday 10" September - R U OK Day

Week 10

Crittercoin Shop opens

Wednesday 16" September - Prep Zoo Excursion
Thursday 17" September - GWPS Pyjama Day
Friday 18" September - Last day of Term 3 - Early
finish: 2200 pm




Specialist Program :
Term 3 (

Physical Education

For the final part of the term, our Prep students will be exploring gymnastics in
PE. Students will develop their balance, coordination, body control and
movement skills through a range of fun gymnastics activities. They will practise
moving safely, using different body shapes and travelling in a variety of ways.

Students will learn to:

- Perform different balances and body shapes with control.

- Move safely in different ways using a range of gymnastics skills

- Demonstrate coordination and control when performing gymnastics
movements.

Jake Farrow and Paul Taylor




Specialist Program :
Term 3 —

Periorming £ris

During the second half of Term 3, Prep students continue exploring music, this time
turning to folk music from around the world and why different cultures create and
share it. Students will listen to music with varying styles, significance, and genres to
explore how different instruments can be chosen to match different musical
elements. Students will also engage respectfully with the role of music for Aboriginal
and Torres Strait Islander Peoples. Respectfully, students will learn to listen and
observe rather than copy, before using instruments to create their own short
musical pieces inspired by different environments. The term concludes with a
whole-class performance, where students share the music skills they have
developed throughout the term.

Students will learn to:

- Explore folk music from different cultures and understand why communities create
and share music.

- Engage respectfully with music's role in Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
cultures, learning through observation rather than imitation.

- Create and perform a short musical piece for an audience, reflecting on their
learning across the term.

Fiona Keenan and Lachlan Sayer




Specialist Program :
Term 3

STEM

For the remainder of term 3, our Prep students will continue to explore Physical
Science of push and pull by using various hands-on sport equipment to
bounce balls and record their observations. They will use their knowledge and
begin following the Design Process to create their own Marble Run game. Preps
will follow the sequence to brainstorm and plan how their model will look, with
opportunities to build and reflect on their design and make adaptions to meet
their criteria.

Students will learn to:

- Follow the design process to brainstorm and plan their Marble Run
- Combine various materials to create their Marble Run board

- Reflect on my design choice and make changes to fit my criteria.

Dee Mifsud and Tam To




Specialist Program :
Term 3 —

Visual 2r(s

In the second half of term 3, our Prep students will collaborate in small groups to
construct a setting using materials of their choice. They will consider the elements of
line, shape and texture to build the scene with a visual image to support their final
creation. Students will then reflect back on their prior character plan and designed
setting to brainstorm and plan a story of their choice. For the remainder of the term,
they will choose resources to create their character and practice acting out their
story. Prep students will finish the term with a reflection to share their success,
strengths and areas to explore in future units.

Students will learn to:

- Collaborate and share resources to create a background scene

- Plan their story using their developed character ideas

- Combine various resources to create their character

- Practice my story presentation and reflect on my learning throughout the term.

Victoria Brennan and Tam To




EMINDER

Prep Zoo Excursion
Wednesday 16™ September, 2026

Please see Compass for more details, to pay and to
give consent for your child/ren to attend.

©

Compass




