
Year 1 Term 2
Newsletter

Welcome to Term 2 of 
Year 1, 2026

Dear Year 1 Parents, Guardians and Families, 

What a wonderful first term we had together, starting a new year of learning and
building relationships. Students have returned to school after the first set of
holidays, enthusiastic and ready to continue their learning journey. 

This newsletter will provide you important dates, reminders and the curriculum
focus for this term. 

Just a reminder that if you need to speak with a teacher about something
important relating to your child, it is best to email them directly, call the school or
make a meeting time. 

Thank you,

The Year 1 Teaching Team 

TALK TO US
1A- Debra Dodd

debra.dodd@education.vic.gov.au
1B - Sarah Haslam

sarah.haslam@education.vic.gov.au
1C - Elizabeth Lindeberg

elizabeth.lindeberg@education.vic.gov.au

1D- Sonia Sokhal
soniajit.sokhal@education.vic.gov.au

1E - Sandhya Ravindran (Nair)
Sandhya.ravindran@education.vic.gov.au

PLC Leader - Janelle Freeman 
janelle.freeman@education.vic.gov.au
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Important Information

Year 1
Reminders

School Start Time
Please ensure all students arrive to school promptly to begin their learning for

the day. School gates open at 8:30 am each day and classroom doors open at
8:40am to allow students to commence morning routines. Classes commence

at 8:50am. Students who arrive after 8:50am will be marked as late.

Student Absences
We understand that due to illness and other extenuating circumstances,

students will be absent from school. If this is the case, please notify the school
(03) 7301 7000 or note the absence on Compass.

Take Home Reading
Students are to read their take home readers each night and record this in their
reading log. If your child has not brought home a book, they are encouraged to

read a book from home. This is a home learning expectation of all students.
Teachers will be monitoring take home reading progress throughout the term.

Home Learning Supports 
IF you are looking for some ideas around supporting your children at home

with literacy or numeracy, here are a couple of links that can help. 

https://www.vic.gov.au/how-build-your-childs-literacy-skills-birth-grade-2
https://www.vic.gov.au/how-build-your-childs-numeracy-skills-birth-grade-2



Year 1
Home Learning Ideas

Helping your child become a confident reader.
Reading every day at home makes a big difference. 
Even 10–15 minutes helps build skills, confidence, and a love of reading.
There are 3 easy ways you can support your child:
Read to Me
You read, your child listens

Read a book out loud to your child
Talk about the story and pictures
Ask simple questions like:

“What do you think will happen next?”
“Who is your favourite character?”

This helps build vocabulary and understanding
👉 Great for all ages, even confident readers!

Read to You
Your child reads to you

Let your child read their school book or a familiar text
Encourage them to try tricky words first
If they get stuck:

Give them time
Help sound it out
Tell them the word if needed and keep going

Praise their effort, not just accuracy
👉 This builds confidence and fluency

Read by Myself
Your child reads independently

Your child chooses a book they enjoy
It can be easy, familiar, or just for fun
No pressure, just practice
Ask them to tell you about what they read

👉 This builds independence and a love of reading
 



What are we
learning in Term 2?

English
In English this term, students are developing their understanding of sentence

structure and the types of words that are found within a sentence. This will
include nouns, adjectives, verbs and how to expand simple sentences.  There

will be a focus on students understanding boundary punctuation (eg. full
stops, question marks) and then developing question sentences. Slowing

down to make sure students have a clear understanding of what a sentence
looks like, sounds like and how it is made, is vital before attempting larger

writing pieces. 

Each morning students will also participate in structured, explicit teaching
around important phonics concepts. This involves a daily review of letter

sounds, handwriting and reading and writing of specific spelling patterns,
individually and within words. 

We will be working with texts relating to our Humanities topic - Health.
Students will be able to make ‘text to self connections’ when reading these

books as they discuss how you grow. (eg. when you learn to eat, speak, play,
walk and talk.) Students will be encouraged to share their connections with

the class. In the second half of the term we will be studying stories written by
Aaron Blabey, specifically, investigating the language used by this author,
identifying the characters, and their emotions, and making connections to

themes within the story. 



Mathematics

Number
This term, year 1 students will continue to develop their understanding of place

value of numbers up to 120. They will learn to identify, represent and order
numbers by using some concrete materials, supported by different tools such
as number lines, 100s charts and place value maps. They will discuss numbers

‘before’ and ‘after’, ‘10 more’ and ‘10 less’ as well as comparing 2 digit
numbers. 

Algebra
Students will identify the repeating unit within patterns, and continue the
pattern using shapes, symbols or numbers. Investigations will move into

making patterns and identifying missing parts of pattern. This will lead into
understanding counting patterns such as counting by 10s, 5s and 2s. 

Space
Students will be making, comparing and classifying familiar shapes;

recognise familiar shapes and objects in the environment, and identifying the
similarities and differences between them. 

What are we learning
in Term 2?



Humanities/ Health

Social Emotional Learning (SEL)

What are we
learning in Term 2?

Our topic this term is Health. We will be connecting our Humanities lessons to
the text, ‘Hello Little Babies’ by Alison Lester. This follows the growth of 5-6

babies and how they are the same and different as they grow. 
Our unit will be focusing on describing physical and social changes that occur

as children grow older. We will discuss how families and communities
acknowledge these changes and celebrate them. 

Students will investigate a range of health messages and strategies in their
community to promote their own health, safety and wellbeing. 

This term, SEL lessons will focus on positive coping strategies as well as
probelm solving in social situations. This will also include strategies for making

and keeping friends; how actions and words can help or hurt others; and
when, how and why behaviour should be modified.

AUSLAN
Auslan will continue in classrooms week, delivered by classroom teachers.

Students will continue to develop their Auslan vocabulary and understanding
of Deaf culture. They will practise signing everyday phrases, explore visual

communication skills, and build confidence using Auslan in interactive
activities.



Week 1
Monday 20  April- Currciulum day (Student-th

free day)
Tuesday 21  April- First day of Term 2 for all students st

Saturday 25  April- ANZAC Dayth

WEEK 3
Tuesday 7  May - School photos th

WEEK 7 
Thursday 4  June - Sushi @ school day th

Friday 5  June - Curriculum day (Student - free day)th

WEEK 8 
Monday 8  June- King’s Birthday Public holiday (no staff or
students)

th

Friday 12  June - Cadbury Chocolate drive dueth

WEEK 10 
Friday 26  June - Last day of term 2 - 2pm Finish th

TERM 3 information 
Monday 13  July - Currciulum day (Student -free day) th

Tuesday 14  July- First day of term 3 for studentsth

Term 2
Important Dates



Specialist Program 
Term 2

This term in Physical Education, our Year One students will
focus on developing fundamental ball skills, including
throwing and catching, ball bouncing, and the AFL punt
kick. Students will participate in a range of fun, skill-based
activities that allow them to practise and refine their
movement skills in a supportive environment. They will
work on using correct technique when throwing and
catching, developing control when bouncing a ball, and
learning the basics of the AFL punt kick for distance and
accuracy. 

These sessions will also encourage teamwork, listening
skills and following instructions while building confidence,
coordination and overall body awareness through active
participation in a variety of games and challenges.

Physical Education

Jake Farrow and Paul Taylor

Students in Physical Education will learn to:
Develop and demonstrate correct technique for throwing
and catching using a variety of equipment and distances.
Improve control and consistency when bouncing a ball while
maintaining coordination and focus.
Apply basic AFL punt kick techniques to achieve distance and
accuracy.
Participate cooperatively in small-group station activities,
following instructions and working safely with others.



Specialist Program 
Term 2

Performing Arts

Fiona Keenan and Lachlan Sayer

This term in Performing Arts – Dance, Year One students will be
exploring movement in fun and imaginative ways. They'll learn how to
use their bodies to show ideas, characters and simple stories. Students
will practise moving safely, copying short patterns of movement and
responding to music with different actions, levels and directions. They'll
work together in small groups to create short movement sequences,
using simple choreographic ideas like repeating a movement or
moving in unison. Throughout the term, students will build confidence,
coordination and rhythm while enjoying creative play through dance.
Students will also be participating in a whole school dance at the final
assembly of the term and we look forward to a joyful and energetic
term with our young dancers.

Students in Performing Arts will learn
to:

Explore movement safely and
creatively by responding to music,
stories and simple ideas using
different actions, levels and
directions.
Copy and repeat short movement
patterns and begin to work with
others to create simple sequences.
Use imagination to express
characters or ideas through basic
movement choices.
Discuss what they notice in their
own and others’ dancing.



Specialist Program 
Term 2

During Term Two, Year One students are learning about biological
sciences, focusing on what constitutes as a living thing. They will
identify external key features of both living animals and plants,
including the things they need to survive, including air, water, food
and shelter. Students will investigate how both plants and animals
use different features that perform differently to enable their survival
through different hands-on activities, including search and sort
tasks and a plant experiment. They will document their observations
and wonderings using Google Slides to showcase the changes of
their plant over time and discuss future changes.

STEM

Dee Mifsud and Tam To

Students in STEM will learn to:
Explore how living things have basic needs for
survival.
Identify different external features of plants
and animals.
Describe features of a plant including roots,
stems, leaves, flowers, fruit, bulbs, trunks and
branches.



During Term Two, Year One students are learning about Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander art, exploring how First Nations Peoples use art to
share stories, pass on knowledge and connect communities. 

Students will examine the meaning and purpose of symbols in Indigenous
art, drawing inspiration from artists such as Bronwyn Bancroft and the
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander flags. 

A key focus is cultural respect with students developing an understanding
of why we learn from and are inspired by Indigenous art without recreating
works that belong to specific communities. Students will experiment with
texture, colour and materials to create their own artworks that reflect their
personal stories and ideas. 

Throughout the term, students will also learn about and celebrate
significant events important to Australia, including National Reconciliation
Week and National Sorry Day.

Visual Arts

Sam Healy, Lachlan Sayer and  Priya
Rajasekhar

Students in Visual Arts will learn to:

Demonstrate an understanding of cultural
sensitivity and respect when discussing art,
in particular explaining that we can be
inspired but cannot recreate Aboriginal art if
it is not our culture.
Examine a diverse range of symbols and
interpret the meaning and story being told
by the artist.
Experiment with texture and media within
artwork created.

Specialist Program 
Term 2



SUSHI 
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