
Dear parents and carers, 

We have had a fantastic start to Term 3, with our Year 5/6 students
continuing to show great enthusiasm and commitment to their learning. It
has been wonderful to see students building on the progress they have
made throughout the year and approaching new challenges with
confidence and curiosity.
As we move into the second half of the term, there is still plenty of exciting
learning and many opportunities ahead. We encourage families to take
some time to read through this newsletter with their child to stay up to date
with what is happening across Year 5/6. 
With the colder weather continuing, we kindly remind families to ensure
students are wearing the appropriate winter uniform each day. This helps
keep students comfortable and ready to engage in their learning.
Thank you for your continued support throughout the term. We look
forward to seeing our students continue to grow, challenge themselves
and make the most of the learning opportunities ahead.
Warm regards,
The Year 5/6 Teaching Team
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We’re thrilled our upcoming Grade 5/6 Camp to Lady Northcote is approaching, taking
place in Term 4. This is a fantastic opportunity for students to develop personal and

social skills as they take part in a variety of exciting outdoor activities, including team
challenges  adventures activities. Camp is a valuable experience that fosters

independence, strengthens friendships, and builds resilience in a supportive and fun
environment. A reminder to finalise camp payment, dietary requirements and medical

forms by October 10th.

Camp
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Author Visit
We are excited to welcome award winning children's book author and illustrator, Adam
Wallace to visit our Year 5 and Year 5/6 students on Thursday 10th September, 2026.
Through his humourous writing style, Adam helps kids get excited about reading and
drawing. His mission is to entertain and inspire children with books that are fun and

funny to read but still have heart. He has written over 170 books including the How to
Draw series, Hatman and How to Catch a ... series.

Adam Wallace will deliver an engaging, entertaining and interactive session to our
students at Garrang Wilam Primary School. From generating ideas for stories to

cartooning, students will walk away with a brand new collection of techniques and
tactics to let their creativity shine.

Please see the session time for your child/ren below:
5A and 5B: 9:50am - 10:50am (Session 2)

5C and 5/6A: 11:20am - 12:20pm (Session 3)
5/6B and 5/6C: 12:20pm - 1:20pm (Session 4)



Term 1
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Looking at the term ahead 
Specialist Timetable

*On Mondays and Wednesdays, students will be dismissed from their
specialist’s classroom.

Please read carefully as specialist times have changed.

Term 3
 13th July - 18  Septemberth

56A 56B 56C

MON* 
session 5

P.E Performing Arts Performing Arts

TUES
session 1

STEM STEM Visual Art

TUES
session 2

Visual Art Visual Art STEM

WED*
session 5

Perfoming Arts P.E P.E
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English

Mathematics

What are we learning?
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Students will continue to build their measurement and problem-solving skills, moving
from perimeter and area into nets, right prisms, cross-sections and total surface area.
They will explore how 2D nets connect to 3D objects, identify the properties of right
prisms and use matching faces to calculate surface area. Students will also convert

between metric units and apply their learning to practical, multi-step problems where
they need to decide which measurement strategy to use and explain their reasoning. 

Later in the term, the focus will shift to fractions, decimals and percentages. Students
will make connections between equivalent forms, find fractions and percentages of
quantities, and use these skills to solve problems involving discounts, estimation,

budgeting and other real-world situations. Throughout these lessons, students will
continue to develop efficient strategies, show their working and check that their answers

make sense. 

Our Year 5/6 students have made great progress through our poetry unit this term. So
far, students have explored a range of poets, poetic forms and devices, developing their

understanding of how poets use language to express emotions, tell stories and
communicate deeper meanings. Students have also explored vocabulary, word choice,

tone, mood and symbolism, considering how these elements can shape the meaning and
impact of a poem.

Throughout the unit, students have analysed and critiqued the work of a range of poets,
using their ideas and techniques as inspiration for creating their own original poetry.

They have worked to develop their own poetic voice and explore ideas that reflect their
experiences, perspectives and identities as young people in the 21st century. 

As we move into the second half of the unit, our focus will shift towards performance
poetry. Students will explore how poets use Orator’s Craft to bring their writing to life,

with a particular focus on voice, pace, volume, expression, gesture and audience
engagement. Students will rehearse, refine and present their own poetry, developing

their confidence as both writers and performers. The coming weeks will provide students
with opportunities to share their voices, take creative risks and experience the power of

poetry as a form of expression and performance.
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Inquiry and SEL

What are we learning?
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This term, our Grade 5/6 students are continuing to explore Civic and
Citizenship, aligned with the Victorian Curriculum Civics and Citizenship

strands. Students will investigate how Australia's democratic system works,
the roles and responsibilities of local, state, and federal governments, and

how laws are made and upheld. They'll also explore the significance of active
citizenship and how individuals and groups can influence decision-making.

Through engaging activities, discussions, and real-world case studies,
students will develop critical thinking skills and a deeper understanding of

how they can participate in and contribute to society.

 Students will identify a community issue, research different perspectives,
and collaboratively develop a solution. As part of their learning, students
will create their own Bill addressing their chosen issue and experience a

simplified version of the democratic process used to turn a Bill into a law.
They will engage in debates, discussions, presentations, amendments and
voting, developing their understanding of democratic participation and the

importance of having their voices heard.

This term, our Social and Emotional Learning (SEL) program will focus on
students developing a vocabulary to help them recognise and understand

strengths and positive qualities in themselves and others. They will identify
the values and strengths they have learnt from role models within their

families and culture to think about how this guidance helps them to treat
others with respect. They will consider how to draw on these strengths to

engage with the challenges and opportunities that life presents.
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Jake Farrow 
and Paul Taylor

For the final part of the term, our Year 5/6 students will be building on the
gymnastics routines they developed last year. Students will challenge themselves
with more advanced balances, rolls, cartwheels, jumps and travelling movements,
while using equipment such as balance beams and mats. They will work
collaboratively to choreograph, refine and perform a gymnastics routine, focusing
on control, creativity, transitions and performance quality.

- I can perform a range of advanced gymnastics skills with control, balance and
correct technique.
- I can combine different gymnastics skills and transitions to create a challenging
routine.
- I can perform a gymnastics routine confidently, demonstrating creativity,
teamwork and effective use of space and equipment

Physical Education
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Fiona Keenan and Lachlan Sayer

In the second half of our Music program, students in Years 5/6 have been building
on everything they learned in Weeks 1–5 about beat, rhythm, dynamics, timbre and
texture. The big focus of this part of the term has been Structure & Form, Active
Listening, and most excitingly — preparing for our whole school performance of 'We
Will Rock You' by Queen at the end of term assembly!
Years 5/6 students are THE BAND — performing on bucket drums, clapsticks,
tambourines and boomwhackers. Every year level in the school has a part to
perform on the day. See you there!

- I can Identify and describe the structure and form of a song — recognising the
verse, chorus and bridge by ear and performing different rhythm patterns for each
section
- I can pply my understanding of dynamics, timbre and texture to both live
performance and active listening, using correct music vocabulary to describe what
I hear
- I can perform confidently as part of an ensemble, playing my instrument part
accurately, following conductor signals and adjusting my instrument to blend with
the whole group
- I can contribute to a whole school performance of 'We Will Rock You' by Queen,
demonstrating the musical skills and knowledge built across the full term

Performing Arts
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For the remainder of term 3, our year 5/6 students are beginning to investigate
electricity and their components. They will share and explain how combining
different parts power up electronic products like torches and the elements of
positive and negative connections with batteries. Students will explore, experiment
and build circuits using a Brainbox electronic kit, trialling how different wires impact
the flow of electricity. They will spend the final weeks using the Design Process to
brainstorm, plan and create their own Cubby House circuit, considering changes to
meet their criteria.

- Explore electrical components and how they work together to turn on/off
- Experiment and build a circuit using a Brainbox electronics kit
- Follow the design process to brainstorm, plan and build a Cubby House Circuit
- Justify their design choice and successfulness of function

STEM

Dee Mifsud and Tam To



During the latter part of Term Three, Year Five and Six students will be completing
their layered mono-prints of a chosen endangered animal. This artwork includes the
opportunity to explore reasons why an animal may be endangered. Students will
use printed papers to create endangered animal collages inspired by illustrator
Claire Youngs patterned artworks. Each lesson includes learning and discussions
about artists and art styles. Through exposure to artists and artworks, students learn
about visual arts processes, materials and techniques that can influence and
inspire their artmaking. 

 - Create and print stencils utilising a Gelli-plate.
- Produce layered monoprints.
- Make patterned collage papers using stamping and monoprinting techniques.
- Cut and assemble papers to create a collage composition.
- Discuss and write about the subject matter, techniques and art elements students
can identify in artworks.
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Visual Arts

Victoria Brennan, Tam To 
and  Lachlan Sayer



School gates open at 8:30am each day and
classroom doors open at 8:40am for learning
to begin. Gates will close at 8.50am. Students
who arrive after this time must sign in at the

front office.
Students are to read at home each night and
record this in their reading log. Teachers will
be monitoring take home reading progress

each week. Reading satchels should be
brought to school each day. 
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Important Information

Key Dates
R U OK Day - 10  September th

Last Day of Term 3 - Friday Sept 18  classes
conclude at 2pm 

th,

Camp payment and forms due - 10
October

th

Term 3
 13th July - 18  Septemberth
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