
Dear Parents and Carers,

Welcome back to Term 2! We hope you had a relaxing break and are feeling
refreshed for another exciting term of learning. We’re thrilled to see our Grade
5/6 students back in the classroom, ready to dive into new challenges, build on
their successes from Term 1, and continue growing both academically and
socially.

As this is a reporting term, teachers will be gathering a range of assessment
data to inform semester reports. More information about reports and parent
communication will be shared later this term, so please stay tuned.

Lastly, with the cooler weather settling in, please ensure that students are
dressed in line with our school’s winter uniform policy. This helps keep everyone
comfortable, warm, and ready to learn.

We’re looking forward to another fantastic term together!

Warm regards,
The Grade 5/6 Teaching Team
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English

What are we learning?
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This term, students will be exploring a variety of nonfiction texts to
build their skills in reading, interpreting, and analysing factual
information. They will examine different text features (such as
headings, captions, diagrams, and glossaries), practise note-taking,
summarising key ideas, and evaluate the author's purpose and
perspective.

Furthermore, students will complete a novel study of “Lion, The Witch
and The Wardrobe”, engaging with the themes of family, conflict,
forgiveness, courage/bravery and good vs. evil. Through rich
discussion and guided analysis, students will deepen their
understanding of character development, narrative structure,
language choices, and author's intent. Students will also make
connections between the fictional story and real-life experiences and
broader societal experiences.

Learning Objectives that will be covered this term include: 

Use topic sentences and cohesive links to create flow.
Apply sequencing to show relationships.
Select figurative or vivid language (metaphors, imagery) to make
explanations engaging.
Experiment with sentence variety, punctuation and tone.
 Apply consistent tense and voice appropriate to purpose.
Blend factual accuracy with engaging style, using hooks, rhetorical
questions, and surprising facts. 
Respond to a novel’s big ideas through analysing theme, character
and narrative development.
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Mathematics
What are we learning?

Term 2
 21st April - 26th of June

This term, students will deepen their understanding of rational
numbers by learning how to compare and order decimals, as well
as how to perform addition and subtraction with decimals in real-
world contexts. Students will apply place value knowledge and
estimation strategies to ensure accuracy and efficiency.

In their mathematical space studies, students will develop their
spatial reasoning and geometric vocabulary by learning to
measure, draw, and classify different types of angles, explore
repeating patterns through tessellations, and plot coordinates on
the Cartesian plane to describe location and movement.

In number and measurement, students will use mathematical
modelling to solve financial and other practical problems involving
percentages and rational numbers, formulating and solving the
problem, and justifying choices. They will use the formula for the
area of a rectangle and angle properties to solve problems. They
will convert between common units of length, mass and capacity.  

Learning Objectives that will be covered this term include:
Solve addition and subtraction problems using whole and
rational numbers.
Explore angle concepts such as angles on a straight line, angles
at a point and vertically opposite angles; and use these to
determine unknown angles, communicating reasoning.
Multiply and divide decimals by multiples of powers of 10
without a calculator, applying knowledge of place value and
proficiency with multiplication facts. 
Establish the formula for the area of a rectangle and use it to
solve practical problems.



In Term Two, students will engage in a Geography unit aligned with the
Victorian Curriculum. Students will develop their understanding of the world
and how people and places are connected. They will investigate continents
and countries, compare their characteristics, and examine how Australia is
linked to other nations through trade, migration and globalisation.

Concepts and understandings of sustainability will be a key focus, including
Indigenous custodial responsibility. Students will explore Indigenous
perspectives of caring for Country and compare traditional and contemporary
practices. They will also analyse and represent geographical data, investigate
human impacts on environments, and explore how places are managed.

This learning will culminate into a inquiry project where students research a
geographical issue, propose actions, and present evidence based conclusions.
This will be guided by the overarching inquiry question: ‘How are places around
the world managed sustainably?’. Through this, students will build their ability
to think critically, apply their knowledge to real world contexts, and
communicate their understanding clearly.

year 5/6 Term 2
Newsletter

Inquiry 
What are we learning?
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What are we learning?
SEL
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In Term two, students will develop a range of problem-solving skills to
effectively respond to personal, social, and ethical dilemmas. Through
engaging, scenario-based learning, they will practise applying these
strategies in realistic situations. At the same time, students will build their
knowledge and skills in peer support and peer referral, learning how to
recognise when others may need help, respond appropriately, and seek
support from trusted individuals or services when necessary. 

Learning Objectives that students will cover this term include: 
Students will identify and apply a range of problem-solving strategies
when faced with personal, social, and ethical dilemmas.
Students will practise using problem-solving skills in realistic, scenario-
based situations.
Students will recognise when a peer may need support and respond in a
respectful and supportive way.
Students will understand how and when to seek help from trusted people
or appropriate services (peer referral).
Students will develop confidence in supporting others while also
maintaining their own wellbeing.
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AFL CONNECT
What are we learning?
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WINTER GALA DAY

We are pleased to share that Garrang Wilam was selected to participate in AFL
Schools Connect program, an exciting community initiative delivered in partnership
with the North Melbourne Football Club.

The program is designed to engage, support, and empower young people by helping
them build on their strengths and develop the skills they need to contribute to more
socially inclusive communities. Through a range of learning experiences, students are
encouraged to learn, grow, and develop a strong sense of belonging.
As part of the program, students are actively participating in physical activities such
as handballing, kicking, and modified games. These experiences are designed to
promote teamwork, inclusion, and leadership skills in a fun and engaging
environment.

We are proud to be involved in a program that uses sport as a platform to inspire
leadership, connection, and positive community engagement among young people.

We are excited to announce our upcoming Year 5/6 Winter Gala Day! Students will
have the opportunity to represent our school while participating in a range of sports,
including soccer, netball, volleyball, AFL, and softball.

This day is a fantastic chance for students to apply and develop important skills such
as teamwork, communication, sportsmanship, and resilience as they compete
against other schools. It’s also a wonderful opportunity to build confidence,
demonstrate fair play, and enjoy being active in a supportive and energetic
environment.

Please ensure your child comes prepared on the day with appropriate sports clothing,
a hat, and plenty of water. Students will also need to bring their own lunch and snacks
to keep their energy levels up throughout the day.
We look forward to a fun-filled day of sport and teamwork!



Jake Farrow 
and Paul Taylor
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Physical Education

Students in Physical Education will learn to:
Develop and refine athletics skills in track and
field events, focusing on technique, speed,
endurance and personal performance
improvement.
Demonstrate correct form and application of
skills in running, jumping and throwing events
during practise and competition.
Apply netball game strategies, including
attacking and defending skills, spatial awareness
and effective teamwork in game situations.
Demonstrate cooperation, sportsmanship,
communication and understanding of rules in a
competitive environment.

This term in Physical Education, our Year Five and Six students will focus on developing and
refining their skills in both athletics and netball, with a strong emphasis on game play and
competition. 

In athletics, students will participate in a range of track and field events, working to improve
their technique, speed, endurance and consistency across running, jumping and throwing
disciplines. They will also focus on personal improvement and applying correct form in
competitive settings. 

In netball, students will build on their understanding of game play, including attacking and
defensive strategies, spatial awareness, passing accuracy and effective teamwork under
pressure. Lessons will place a strong emphasis on decision-making, positioning and applying
skills in modified and full game situations. 

Students will also have the opportunity to represent their school at the Winter Gala Day, where
they will apply their skills in a competitive environment, demonstrating teamwork,
sportsmanship and school pride throughout the event.
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Performing Arts

Fiona Keenan and
 Lachlan Sayer

This term in Performing Arts – Dance, our Year Five and Six students will be engaging in more
advanced movement and choreography work. They'll explore how dance can communicate
complex ideas, themes, and emotions. Students will analyse how the elements of dance—space,
time, dynamics, and relationships—can be manipulated to create meaning and enhance
audience impact.

They will work collaboratively to develop longer, more refined dance compositions, taking
responsibility for planning, structuring, and polishing their work. Throughout the term, students
will deepen their performance skills by focusing on precision, expressive quality, musicality, and
group cohesion. They will also reflect critically on their own work and the work of others, using
dance terminology to evaluate choices and suggest improvements.

Students will be participating in a whole school dance at the final assembly of the term.
We're looking forward to seeing the creativity, maturity, and leadership our senior students bring
to their dance learning this term.

Students in Performing Arts will learn to:
Manipulate the elements of dance to communicate more
complex ideas, emotions, or themes with clarity and
intention.
Use a wider range of choreographic devices such as
contrast, fragmentation, accumulation, and varied
formations to structure longer, more refined dance
compositions.
Demonstrate advanced performance skills including
precision, expressive quality, musicality, and group
cohesion, and evaluate dance works using appropriate
terminology.



Term 2

Specialist
PRogram

Term 2
 21st April - 26th of June

STEM

Dee Mifsud and Tam To

Students in STEM will learn to:
Identify and classify different organisms based on physical adaptations.
Explore the evolution of animals and how these changes support their survival.
Demonstrate understanding and identify examples of physical, behavioural and internal
animal adaptations.
Determine changes in conditions of land and water habitats and how these changes
impact the growth and surival of different organisms.
Demonstrate an understanding of learnt adaptations of an animal and how these benefit
its survival in an unsuitable habitat.

During Term Two of STEM, Year Five and Six Students will be learning about biological sciences
and building on existing knowledge of living organisms, with a particular focus on animals
and how they have evolved over time to support their survival. Students will explore animal
adaptations and how each behavioural, physical and internal adaptation assists animals to
survive in their ecosystem. They will investigate how physical conditions of land and water
habitats, including how humans impact the growth and survival of different organisms.
Students will utilise the engineering design process to invent or modify an existing animal
using known adaptations in order for their organism to survive in a different habitat and will
demonstrate this knowledge through a digital presentation using Google Slides.
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During Term Two, Year FIve students are learning about Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander art,
demonstrating respect when discussing art, artists and techniques. Students will explain the
importance of Indigenous art, and the importance of drawing inspiration, not recreating
someone else's art. Students will investigate a range of Australian artists and how they have
expressed historical, social and environmental concerns over time. They will identify ways that
different artists present multiple perspectives of the same subject or topic, in particular, the
Australian landscape. Students will explore the concepts of colour choice, mood, tone and
composition and how they can be used to communicate emotions and experiences. They will
gather inspiration, plan and create a landscape artwork based off a realistic photograph taken
within the school yard, incorporating various textures and natural elements, techniques and
explain their choices. 

Throughout the term, students will also learn about and celebrate the significant events that
are important to Australia, including Reconciliation Week and Sorry Day. 

Visual Arts

Sam Healy, Tam To 
and  Priya Rajasekhar

Students in Visual Arts will learn to:
Investigate how Australian artists have expressed historical, social and environmental
concerns and tell cultural stories
Reflect on how colour, tone and composition can be used to communicate emotion and
experiences in artwork 
Experiment with materials and planning an artwork, documenting their choices of materials
that best communicate their ideas to create imaginative drawing over realistic
photographs.



Term 1
30th January - 4th April

56A 56B 56C

MON* 
session 5

P.E Performing Arts Performing Arts

TUES
session 1

STEM STEM Visual Art

TUES
session 2

Visual Art Visual Art STEM

WED*
session 5

Perfoming Arts P.E P.E
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Think U Know Incursion

Specialist Timetable

*On Mondays and Wednesdays, students will be dismissed from their
specialist’s classroom.

Please read carefully as specialist times have changed.

Term 2
 21st April - 26th of June

In Week One of Term Two, students participated in a Think U Know online safety incursion facilitated
by the Australian Federal Police. This presentation supports students in developing the knowledge
and skills needed to stay safe and responsible online.

Students explored key aspects of digital safety, including respecting others online, making informed
choices about appropriate content, and understanding the impact of sending messages, selfies and
sharing images.

This incursion is tailored to specifically to Grade 5 & 6 students and will reinforce safe, respectful and
responsible behaviours in digital environments, empowering students to navigate online spaces
confidently and safely.



School gates open at 8:30am each day and classroom doors open at 8:40am for learning to
begin. Gates will close at 8.50am. Students who arrive after this time must sign in at the front
office.

Students are to read at home each night and record this in their reading log. Teachers will be
monitoring take home reading progress each week. Reading satchels should be brought to
school each day.  

During Term 2 students are not required to wear a hat. However, we do still encourage sun
smart protocols where possible.

We encourage mobile phones and smartwatches to be kept at home, in line with DET policy. If
your child brings it to school, they need to switch it off and either check-it in at the Office or
hand it in to their Classroom Teacher where it will be returned at the end of the school day.
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Important Information

Key Dates
Looking ahead to Term 2:

Thursday 7th May: School photos
Wednesday 27th May: Winter Gala Day
Wednesday 27th May - Tuesday 3rd June: Reconciliation week
Thursday 4  June: Sushi @ Lunchth

Friday 5th June: Curriculum Day (Student-free day)
Monday 8th June: King's Birthday Public Holiday (no staff or
students)
Friday 26th June: Last day of Term 2 - 2pm finish
Monday 13th July: Curriculum Day (Student-free day)
Tuesday 14th July: First day of Term 3 for all students

Term 2
 21st April - 26th of June



SUSHI 
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PACKAGED INGREDIENTS 
MARINATEDCHICKEN: skinless chicken, marinade mix: water, potato starch, salt, vegetable protein,
maltodextrin (maize), mineral salt (450, 451), fibre, natural flavours, vinegar, vegetable gums (407a, 415, 412),
yeast extract, vegetable powders, spice, spice extracts, natural smoke flavour, fructose, naturally fermented soy
sauce, honey powder, colour (150c), contains sulphites, food acid (330) 

MAYONNAISE: vegetable oil, distilled vinegar, egg yolk, salt, sugar, seasoning (621), mustard powder 

CHILLI PASTE: chili (92.36%), salt, acetic acid, potassium sorbate and sodium bisulfite as preservatives, xanthan
gum 
CHILLI POWDER: red pepper, roasted orange peel, black sesame seed, yellow sesame seed, seaweed, ginger,
Japanese pepper 

BREADCRUMB: flour (wheat), palm oil, salt, yeast, soy flour 

COOKED MIXED SEAFOOD: surimi (thredfin, bream, Alaskan pollock, sugar, stabilizer 451, water, wheat starch, 
glucose syrup, tapioca modified starch, soybean oil, artificial lobster flavor, egg white powder, artificial crab 
flavor, natural colour 120/160c) 

HOISIN SAUCE: Sugar, water, fermented soy bean paste (water, salt, soy beans, cornstarch), colours (150a, 129), 
modified corn starch (1422), rice vinegar, sweet potato powder, sesame paste, dehydrated garlic, salted chilli 
peppers (chilli peppers, salt), acetic acid. 

RICE PAPER: rice, tapioca starch, salt, water 

RICE NOODLES: rice (90%), water (10%) 

FRIED TOFU: deep fried soybean curd, saccharide (sugar, high fructose corn syrup, starch syrup), gluten free soy 
sauce, rice vinegar, acidifier (2621) 

EGG-FREE MAYONNAISE: vegetable oil (soy, canola), sugars (starch syrup, sugar), distilled vinegar, salt, thickener 
(1450, tamarind seed extract, 415), powdered soybean protein, spice, yeast extract. 

 

MAIN INGREDIENTS – HANDROLLS 

MAIN INGREDIENTS - RICE PAPER ROLLS 
VEGETABLE(V, VG, GF,DF,EF)

CHICKEN (GF, DF, EF)

PRAWN (GF, DF, EF) 

TUNA(GF, DF)

TERIYAKI CHICKEN (GF, DF, EF)

CRISPY CHICKEN (DF, EF)

VEGETABLE (V, VG, GF, DF, EF)

SPICY TUNA (GF, DF)

SMOKED SALMON (GF, DF, EF)

CALIFORNIA (DF)

AVOCADO (V, VG, GF, DF, EF)

PRAWN (GF, DF, EF)

SPICY PRAWN (GF, DF, EF)

TUNA & AVOCADO (GF, DF) 

Seaweed, rice, rice vinegar, salt, sugar, cooked tuna, cucumber, mayonnaise

Seaweed, rice, rice vinegar, salt, sugar, marinated chicken, cucumber

Seaweed, rice, rice vinegar, salt, sugar, chicken, cucumber, lettuce, breadcrumb

Seaweed, rice, rice vinegar, salt, sugar, cucumber, carrot, lettuce, fried tofu

Seaweed, rice, rice vinegar, salt, sugar, cooked tuna, cucumber, chilli paste, mayonnaise

Seaweed, rice, rice vinegar, salt, sugar, smoked salmon, cucumber

Seaweed, rice, rice vinegar, salt, sugar, cooked mixed seafood, cucumber, mayonnaise

Seaweed, rice, rice vinegar, salt, sugar, fresh avocado

Seaweed, rice, rice vinegar, salt, sugar, cooked prawn

Seaweed, rice, rice vinegar, salt, sugar, cooked prawn, chilli powder

Seaweed, rice, rice vinegar, salt, sugar, cooked tuna, fresh avocado, mayonnaise 

Carrot, shredded red/white cabbage, fried tofu, mint, rice noodles, hoisin sauce

Carrot, shredded red/white cabbage, marinated cooked, chicken, mint, rice noodles, hoisin sauce

Carrot, shredded red/white cabbage, cooked prawn, mint, rice noodles, hoisin sauce 



tk tuCkshop
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TK Tuckshop is our lunch order provider at
GWPS. They deliver lunch orders to school on
Monday’s, Wednesday’s and Friday’s. 

Orders close at midnight the night before. All
orders can be made through the ‘Spriggy
Schools app’.

TK Tuckshop deliver the lunches to school and
student’s collect them during lunch eating
times.  They offer a range of items from fresh
pizza to sushi, sandwiches, wraps and more.

You can create an account and register your
child to start ordering today. 


